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Arms: 


Sable,  a  fesse  dancette  ermine,  between  three  doves 

argent. 


(From  arms  in  possession  of  the  family.) 


DOW 


The  Dow  Family  is  of  considerable  antiquity 
and  has  figured  prominently  in  English,  Scotch  and 
Dutch  records  since  the  fourteenth  century.  The 
earliest  mention  of  the  name  is  in  a  will  proved  in 
England  in  1505,  wherein  Eleanor  Dow  is  named  as 
an  heir.  Richard  and  Nicholas  le  Duv  are  mentioned 
in  a  parliamentary  writ  in  the  year  1200  and  in 
Norfolk,  where  the  name  is  quite  common,  the  form 
Dowe  is  found,  while  in  Hauts  it  is  spelled  Doue. 
In  England  the  original  form  was  probably  Dove,  as 
the  letter  V  was  in  common  use  in  many  places  where 
the  W  has  since  been  substituted  and  thus  the  name 
is  found  spelled  Dow,  Dowe,  Dou  and  Dove.  In 
Holland  it  was  spelled  Douw,  the  form  used  by  the 
painter,  Gerard  Douw  and  in  Scotland  it  was 
originally  Dhu,  as  used  by  Scott  in  "Roderick  Dhu,” 
although  Dow  is  also  found,  especially  among  the 
Highlanders  as  in  the  case  of  Torquil  Dow. 

The  line  hereinafter  under  consideration  is 
descended  from  the  English  Dows  or  Doves  and  is 
listed  among  the  prominent  families  of  Camberwell, 
Surrey  County.  Henry  Dow,  whose  descendants  are 
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given  in  detail,  was  killed  at  Bosworth  fighting 
under  Richard  III. 

The  family  coat-of-arms  is  described  as  follows: 
Arms:  Party  per  chevron  azure  and  vert;  three  doves 
with  wings  addorsed  argent,  membered  gules.  Crest : 
A  dove  close  proper,  membered  gules  within  a 
wreath  vert  and  banded  or. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  these  arms  properly  be¬ 
long  to  this  branch  of  the  family,  but  it  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  the  works  on  English  heraldry  generally 
assign  to  the  Dow  families  of  Scotch  and  English 
descent  substantially  the  same  style  of  arms  and 
crest. 

In  the  "Visitation’s  of  London,”  the  Dow  arms 
are  given  as  follows:  Arms:  Sable,  a  fesse  dancette 
ermine  between  three  doves  argent,  beaked  and 
legged  gules,  in  chief  a  crescent  for  difference. 
Crest:  A  dove  argent,  wings  sable,  charged  with  a 
crescent  for  difference. 

Blondfield’s  "History  of  Norfolk”  records  among 
the  church  burials  that  of  Sir  Henry  Dowe,  who 
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was  buried  in  1497  at  Our  Lady's  Church  at  Diss 
in  Norfolk  County.  He  directed  sums  of  money  be 
paid  for  masses  for  his  soul  and  to  people  connected 
with  the  church. 

Thomas  Dove,  supposedly  of  the  Norfolk  family, 
was  chaplain  to  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1580  and  was 
renowned  for  his  eloquence.  Others  of  the  Norfolk 
family  are  mentioned  as  having  attained  distinction. 

John  Dow  was  a  joiner  of  Great  Yarmouth, 
County  Norfolk.  He  died  in  Lytner,  Norfolk 
County,  England,  July,  1561.  His  will,  in  which 
he  disposed  of  a  home  and  made  bequests  to  charity 
is  dated  July  1,  1544.  He  married  Johan  Coop. 

Children : 

(1)  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Christopher. 

(3)  Katherine. 

Thomas  Dow,  son  of  John  and  Johan  (Coop) 
Dow,  was  born  about  1528  in  County  Norfolk,  and 
died  May,  1591.  He  was  an  innkeeper  in  Runham 
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Parish.  He  married,  October  5,  1549,  Margaret 
England. 

Children: 

(1)  Henry,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Thomas. 

(3)  Katherine. 

(4)  Christopher. 

(  5 )  John. 

(6)  Edmond. 

Henry  Dow,  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Eng¬ 
land)  Dow,  was  born  in  County  Norfolk  in  1550, 
where  he  died  April  21,1613.  He  was  parish  clerk 
in  Runham  and  served  four  years  as  church  warden. 
He  married.  May  12,  1594,  Elizabeth  March. 

Children : 

(1)  Mary. 

(2)  Thomas,  died  young. 

(3)  Henry,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Thomas. 

(  5 )  Edward. 

(6)  William. 
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Henry  Dow,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(March)  Dow,  the  American  progenitor,  was  born 
in  October,  1605,  in  Runham  Parish,  England,  and 
died  April  21,  1659,  in  Hampton,  New  Hampshire. 
He  was  a  farmer  in  Ormsby,  near  Runham.  In 
April,  1637,  influenced  by  the  prevailing  religious 
and  political  dissatisfaction,  he  joined  an  expedition, 
headed  by  William  Andrews  of  Ipswich,  who  had 
chartered  the  ship  "John  and  Dorothy.”  He  gave 
the  following  statement,  when  making  the  applica¬ 
tion  necessary  for  immigration  to  the  New  World: 
"Henry  Do  we,  aged  twenty  nine,  husbandman  of 
Ormsby,  his  wife  Joanne,  children  and  servant,  Ann 
Manning.” 

Henry  Dow  landed  in  Boston  and  proceeded  at 
once  to  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  seven  years  and  acquired  considerable  prop¬ 
erty.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman  May  2,  1638.  In 
1644  he  sold  his  property  and  removed  to  Hamp¬ 
ton,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  bought  the  William 
Wakefield  Homestead  and  became  a  person  of  im¬ 
portance.  He  held  many  town  offices  and  was  a 
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deputy  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts, 
165  5-56.  He  was  one  of  the  few  men  of  the  town 
to  be  addressed  as  "Gentleman”  and  "Mister.”  He 
increased  his  property  holdings  from  time  to  time 
and  left  a  large  estate. 

Henry  Dow  married  (first)  in  Ormsby,  Febru¬ 
ary  11,  1630,  Joanne  Nudd,  widow  of  Roger  Nudd. 
She  died  in  Watertown,  April  20,  1640,  aged  thirty- 
three  years.  He  married  (second),  in  1641,  Marga¬ 
ret  Cole,  whom  he  had  known  in  Ormsby,  and  who 
came  to  America  in  1639.  She  survived  him  and 
married  Richard  Kimball. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Thomas,  baptized  at  Ormsby,  December  27, 
1631,  died  in  Watertown,  July  10,  1642. 

(2)  Henry,  baptized  at  Ormsby  about  1634,  died 
May  6,  1707;  married  (first)  Hannah  Page; 
(second)  Mary  Green. 

(3)  Name  unknown,  born  in  England,  died  on  the 
voyage  to  America. 

(4)  Joseph,  of  whom  further. 
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Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Daniel,  born  September  22,  1641,  died  March 
7,  1718;  married  Elizabeth  Lamprey. 

(2)  Mary,  born  September  14,  1643,  died  un¬ 
married  in  1731. 

(3)  Hannah,  died  in  Hampton,  August  6,  1704; 
married  Jonas  Gregorie,  of  Ipswich,  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

(4)  Thomas,  born  April  28,  1653,  died  in  Ipswich 
in  1728. 

(5)  Jeremiah,  born  September  6,  1657,  died  in 
Ipswich,  in  1723. 

Sergeant  Joseph  Dow,  son  of  Henry  and  Joanne 
(Nudd)  Dow,  was  born  March  20,  1639,  in  Water- 
town,  and  died  April  4,  1703,  in  Hampton.  He  was 
the  first  Dow  born  in  this  country  and  was  a  man  of 
determined  character  and  natural  leadership,  who 
early  in  life  acquired  valuable  property.  He  served 
as  a  sergeant  in  the  militia  and  saw  much  fighting 
against  the  Indians.  He  was  noted  as  a  surveyor  and 
was  appointed  to  survey  the  Exeter-Hampton  line  in 
1669  and  1671.  He  accomplished  an  important 
work  in  1680,  when  he  laid  out  the  Marshes  where 
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salt  hay  furnished  a  source  of  income  for  many.  He 
also  served  on  the  grand  jury,  but  in  1683,  withdrew 
from  all  such  activities  and  became  a  Quaker.  He  re¬ 
moved  to  the  southern  part  of  Hampton  where  the 
Quaker  Colony  was  located  and  suffered  some  per¬ 
secution  because  of  his  religious  belief;  although 
through  intervention  of  his  brother  Henry,  a  man  of 
power  and  influence  in  the  community,  he  was  spared 
much  suffering  that  other  Quakers  had  to  endure. 
That  he  came  into  prominence  some  years  later 
is  evidenced  by  the  following: 

"At  a  council  held  20th  October,  1693,  or¬ 
dered  the  bounds  of  this  Province  from  three 
miles  Northward  of  Merrimack  River  be  run 
off  on  the  14th  of  November  next  according  to 
the  order  of  the  Council  made  last  March  and 
that  notice  be  given  to  the  Governor  and  that 
Mr.  Joseph  Dow  and  Captain  Joseph  Smith  be 
com’rs  for  the  same  and  that  they  be  payed  by 
the  Treasurer  out  of  the  Public  Revenue  and 
that  they  make  a  return  thereof  to  this  board.” 


Joseph  Dow’s  will  was  probated  April  19,  1703, 
his  son  Josiah  being  the  executor.  He  bequeathed 
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his  surveying  instruments,  imported  from  England, 
to  his  son  Samuel. 

He  married,  December  17,  1662,  Mary  Sanborn, 
a  Quaker,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Moul¬ 
ton)  Sanborn.  She  died  January  21,  1732,  in 
Hampton. 

Children: 

(1)  Joseph,  born  October  20,  1663;  married  Mary 
Challis. 

(2)  John,  born  December  12,  1665;  married 
Hannah  Page. 

(3)  Mary,  born  January  15,  1668;  married,  Au¬ 
gust  23,  1694,  William  Richards. 

(4)  James,  born  September  17,  1670;  died  young. 

(5)  Hannah,  born  August  25,  1672;  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Fowler. 

(6)  Henry,  born  November  7,  1674;  married 
Mary  Mussey. 

(7)  Jeremiah,  of  whom  further. 

(8)  Josiah,  born  July  22,  1679,  died  April  18, 
1718;  married  Mary  Purington. 

(9)  Thomas,  born  April  26,  1682,  died  unmarried. 
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(10)  Charitye,  bom  December  7,  1684. 

(11)  Samuel,  born  April  or  June  4,  1687;  married 
Sarah  Shepard. 

(12)  Aaron,  born  April  4,  1692. 

Jeremiah  Dow,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (San¬ 
born)  Dow,  was  born  May  24,  1677,  in  Hampton, 
where  he  died  in  1773.  He  inherited  a  farm  near 
the  Salisbury  border  and  not  only  provided  for  his 
own  large  family,  but  cared  for  several  relatives  as 
well.  A  consistent  Quaker  all  his  life,  he  lived  to  see 
all  his  children  depart  from  that  faith  and  himself 
impoverished  because  of  his  belief.  During  his  long 
life  of  ninety-six  years,  the  Quaker  movement  was 
born,  flourished  and  culminated.  Jeremiah  Dow  was 
greatly  respected  in  Hampton  and  could  have  held 
town  office  many  times,  had  he  so  chosen. 

He  married,  April  5,  1697,  Elizabeth  Perkins, 
born  April  9,  1676,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Sleeper)  Perkins. 

Children: 

(1)  Mercy,  born  March  11,  1698,  died  in  1741; 
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(2) 

(3) 

(4) 
(*) 
(6) 

(7) 

(8) 
(9) 

(10) 

(11) 


married  (first),  John  Page,  and  (second), 
April  28,  1737,  Archelaus  Adams. 

Jeremiah,  born  January  9,  1700. 

Jonathan,  born  December  21,  1701. 

David,  born  December  17,  1703. 

Abigail,  born  December  19,  1705. 

Ebenezer,  born  January  31,  1708. 

Elihu,  born  1709. 

Gideon,  of  whom  further. 

Patience,  born  January  19,  1712;  married, 
December  25,  1731,  Oneysyphorne  Page,  Jr. 

Elizabeth,  born  March  1,  1715;  married,  Octo¬ 
ber  31,  1734,  Joseph  Perkins. 

Hannah,  born  October  24,  1716;  married, 
September  16,  1736,  Jonathan  Trasher. 


Gideon  Dow,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth 
(Perkins)  Dow,  was  born  November  20,  1710,  in 
Hampton  and  died  in  1760  in  his  Majesty’s  service. 
Rebelling  at  the  repressed  atmosphere  in  his  father’s 
home,  he  early  threw  off  the  mantle  of  Quakerism. 
After  he  married  he  secured  a  farm  of  his  own  al¬ 
though  he  had  no  liking  for  the  work  entailed.  In 
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1759,  after  being  married  twenty-five  years  and  the 
father  of  a  large  family,  he  joined  a  company  of 
Hampton  Falls  men  engaged  for  the  Canadian  Cam¬ 
paign.  Most  of  the  recruits  were  young  enough  to  be 
his  sons. 

He  married,  November  12,  1735,  Lydia  Perkins, 
born  November  1,  1714,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Lydia  (McCrease)  Perkins. 

Children: 

(1)  Daniel,  born  October  9,  1738. 

(2)  David,  born  July  19,  1739. 

(3)  Mary,  born  March  23,  1741. 

(4)  Gideon,  born  January  7,  1745. 

(5)  Jeremiah,  of  whom  further. 

(6)  Lydia,  born  February  28,  1752. 

Jeremiah  Dow,  son  of  Gideon  and  Lydia 
(Perkins)  Dow,  was  born  June  3,  1749,  in  Hampton 
and  died  January  22,  1837,  in  Strafford,  Vermont. 
As  a  young  man  he  left  Hampton  to  reside  in  Pitts¬ 
field,  where  he  married.  His  wife  was  a  Quaker,  al¬ 
though  he  was  not,  and  for  some  time  they  made 
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their  home  in  the  Quaker  section  of  Pittsfield.  In 
1791  they  removed  to  Strafford,  where  Jeremiah 
Dow  purchased  a  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
town.  He  was  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Strafford  and  was  widely  known  and  highly  re¬ 
spected. 


He  married,  December  20,  1777,  Rachael  Chase, 
born  December  28,  1757,  in  Poplin,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  died  April  9,  1846,  in  Strafford. 

Children,  all  born  in  Pittsfield  except  the  last  two: 

(1)  Lydia,  born  August  1,  1778,  died  October  7, 
1867. 

(2)  William,  born  January  25,  1780. 

(3)  Mehitable,  born  February  12,  1782. 

(4)  Nancy,  born  October  12,  1784. 

(5)  David  (twin),  born  August  15,  1787. 

(6)  Daniel  (twin),  born  August  15,  1787. 

(7)  Chase  (twin),  born  May  7,  1791. 

(8)  Jeremiah  (twin),  born  May  7,  1791. 

(9)  Asahel,  of  whom  further. 

(10)  Sally,  born  October  7,  1797;  married  (first), 
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February  1,  1820,  Samuel  C.  Clark;  (second), 
August  8,  1826,  David  Wells. 


Asahel  Dow,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Rachael 
(Chase)  Dow,  was  born  in  Strafford,  October  7, 
1795,  and  died  in  Fowlerville,  New  York,  December 
7,  1866.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  large  woolen  mill, 
located  at  Bethany,  New  York,  and  was  considered 
one  of  the  most  successful  woolen  manufacturers  in 
the  state. 

He  married,  May  5,  1818,  Dolly  Blaisdell,  born 
January  19,  1801,  died  November  9,  1870,  daughter 
of  John  and  Rebecca  (Kendall)  Blaisdell. 

Children; 

(1)  Betsey,  born  March  15,  1819,  died  August  5, 
1883;  married  September  14,  1841,  Russell 
Hawks. 

(2)  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  John  Blaisdell,  born  November  17,  1821. 

(4)  Amanda  E.,  born  February  26,  1823,  died 
June  16,  1903;  married  May  14,  1847,  Perez 
Brown. 
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(5)  Daniel,  born  October  21,  1824,  died  in  Beth¬ 
any,  October  11,  1845. 

(6)  Rebecca  B.,  born  February  17,  1826;  married 
April  11,  1849,  Almond  Marsh. 

(7)  Sarah  C.,  born  April  5,  1828,  died  July  26, 
1860;  married  May  9,  1854,  Elias  Eastman. 

(8)  Asahel,  born  February  14,  1830,  died  July  2, 

1832,  in  Strafford. 

* 

(9)  Louisa  E.,  born  March  19,  1832;  married  Oc¬ 
tober  27,  1853,  Arthur  Pothemus. 

(10)  Asahel  C.,  born  May  26,  1834. 

(11)  Emma  M.,  born  June  29,  1836,  in  Bethany. 

(12)  Leeman  Frary,  born  July  28,  1838. 

(13)  Adelaide  G.,  born  May  23,  1840,  died  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  1881;  married  Fliram  Ludden. 

(14)  Henry  G.,  born  July  7,  1843. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Dow,  son  of  Asahel  and 
Dolly  (Blaisdell)  Dow,  was  born  January  12,  1820, 
in  Strafford  and  died  February  28,  1901,  in  Buffalo, 
New  York.  He  left  Strafford  as  a  young  man  to 
locate  in  Western  New  York.  In  1851  he  removed 
to  Logansport,  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  the 


DOW 


manufacturing  of  threshing  machines.  Soon  after¬ 
ward  he  organized  the  firm  of  Dow  and  Fowler  and 
built  a  large  plant  in  Fowlerville,  Livingston  County, 
New  York,  which  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1882,  just  as  an  order  for  one  hundred  machines 
had  been  booked.  Mr.  Dow  was  preparing  to  re¬ 
build,  when  he  received  an  offer  of  a  bonus  of 
$10,000  from  the  citizens  of  Peru,  Indiana,  if  he 
would  locate  the  plant  in  that  city.  The  offer  was 
accepted  and  the  new  factory  was  built  in  Peru,  at 
a  cost  of  $50,000.  Mr.  Dow  at  this  time  took  his 
brother,  Leeman  Frary  Dow,  in  partnership. 

After  having  successfully  established  these  two 
factories,  Mr.  Dow  sold  them  to  a  farm  machine 
combination  and  returned  to  New  York  State.  In 
later  life  he  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  was  a  leading  figure  in  financial  circles.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo, 
Rochester  and  Pittsburgh  Railroad  and  when  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Reading  System  were  negotiating 
for  the  purchase  of  this  railroad,  they  paid  high 
tribute  to  Mr.  Dow’s  business  acumen. 
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Early  in  life  Mr.  Dow  became  deeply  interested 
in  genealogy,  particularly  in  the  Dow  ancestry  and 
his  own  line.  He  did  much  original  research  work, 
all  of  which  has  been  preserved  in  the  family. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Dow  married,  September  5, 
1848,  Caroline  Matilda  Capron,  daughter  of  Clark 
Lyman  and  Martha  (Fowler)  Capron  and  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Wells  Fowler,  pioneer  settler  and 
founder  of  Fowlerville.  ( See  Capron  and  Fowler 
lines.) 

Children: 

( 1 )  Frank  Fowler,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Caroline  Belle,  born  December  15,  1857; 
graduate  of  Vassar,  Summa  cum  Laude,  1880. 

(3)  George  Churchill,  born  March  13,  1864; 
graduate  of  University  of  Rochester,  1887;  a 
manufacturer  of  Buffalo;  married,  May  12, 
1901,  Eva  C.  Carr. 

(4)  Charles  Chase,  born  March  4,  1866,  died  Jan¬ 
uary  23,  1869. 

(5)  Helen  Louise,  born  November  24,  1869,  died 
in  Peru,  Indiana,  March  8,  1883. 
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Frank  Fowler  Dow,  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  Caroline  Matilda  (Capron)  Dow,  was  born 
April  16,  18  51,  in  Fowlerville  and  died  July  14, 
1928,  in  Clifton  Springs,  New  York.  He  attended 
preparatory  schools  in  Genesee,  New  York,  and  Wil- 
liston  Seminary,  Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  after 
which  he  entered  Amherst  College  and  was  graduat¬ 
ed  in  1874  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He 
then  became  associated  with  his  father’s  manufac¬ 
turing  establishment  in  Fowlerville,  but  after  a  few 
years  decided  on  a  medical  career  and  entered  the 
School  of  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  He 
was  graduated  from  this  institution  in  1885  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  spent  the 
following  year  in  post  graduate  work  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Goettingen  and  in  Vienna  and  London. 
Thus  broadly  equipped  for  his  life  work,  he  returned 
to  the  United  States  in  1886  and  began  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  in  Rochester,  where  his  long  profes¬ 
sional  career  during  the  next  forty-two  years  brought 
him  outstanding  success  and  honor.  During  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  life,  Dr.  Dow  was,  in  point  of  serv¬ 
ice,  the  dean  of  Rochester  physicians,  and  through- 
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out  his  professional  life  preserved  the  highest  and 
best  ideals  of  his  calling*  He  built  up  a  large  gen¬ 
eral  practice  and  his  services  as  a  consulting  physi¬ 
cian  were  in  great  demand.  No  one  man,  in  the 
history  of  Rochester,  contributed  more  to  the 
betterment  of  public  health  than  Dr.  Dow  and  his 
entire  career  was  marked  by  unselfish  devotion  to 
duty  and  abundant  service  to  his  fellowmen. 

Dr.  Dow  kept  abreast  of  new  discoveries  in  medi¬ 
cal  science  by  constant  study  and  extensive  research. 
He  wrote  many  articles  in  leading  medical  journals, 
some  of  which  attracted  much  attention  and  are  still 
quoted  as  authority. 

Dr.  Dow  was  affiliated  with  the  city,  state  and 
national  medical  associations.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Rochester  Medical  Association, 
author  of  its  constitution,  and  served  a  term  as  presi¬ 
dent.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society,  the  Rochester  Academy  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  the  Pathological  Society  of  Rochester,  of  which 
he  also  served  as  president  and  a  fellow  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Medical  Association. 
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In  1895  Dr.  Dow  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  Rochester  for  a  term  of  two 
years  and  in  this  capacity  accomplished  results  that 
have  been  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  city’s  school  sys¬ 
tem.  The  Board  of  Education  at  that  time  consist¬ 
ed  of  twenty  members,  one  for  each  ward,  and  was 
largely  dominated  by  politics.  Dr.  Dow  was  quick 
to  perceive  the  tremendous  disadvantage  of  this  situ¬ 
ation  and  during  his  term  of  office,  made  a  thorough 
investigation  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  education. 
He  examined  the  school  systems  of  hundreds  of 
cities  throughout  the  country  and  from  them  draft¬ 
ed  a  plan,  suited  to  the  needs  of  Rochester,  which 
was  submitted  to  the  legislature.  His  plan  resulted 
in  the  now  famous  Dow  law,  which  has  since  become 
the  underlying  structure  of  many  of  the  up-to-date 
school  boards  of  the  country.  As  a  result  of 
Dr.  Dow’s  work,  Rochester  now  has  an  excellent 
school  system  governed  by  a  board  consisting  of  five 
members,  elected  at  large,  and  unhampered  by  poli¬ 
tics.  That  his  efforts  were  appreciated  was  evidenced 
in  1930  when  a  new  school  was  named  "Frank  Fowler 
Dow  School  No.  52,”  in  honor  of  Dr.  Dow’s  out¬ 
standing  achievement. 
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As  a  young  man  Dr.  Dow  was  an  Elder  of  the 
Fowlerville  Presbyterian  Church  and  when  he  located 
in  Rochester  became  an  Elder  of  Emanuel  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  as  well  as  Superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
School  and  director  of  the  choir.  In  1896,  however, 
he  and  Mrs.  Dow  united  with  the  Brick  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  genealogy  and 
devoted  much  time  to  research  work  on  the  Dow 
family.  Robert  P.  Dow  in  "The  Book  of  Dow”  pays 
tribute  to  him  in  the  following  statement:  "Dr. 
Frank  F.  Dow  of  Rochester  prepared  a  well-nigh 
perfect  account  of  the  posterity  of  his  line.”  The 
book  also  contains  an  interesting  story  of  the  doctor’s 
boyhood.  His  father  instructed  him  to  follow  a  little 
brook  up  stream  and  report  what  he  found  at  its 
source.  It  was  a  hard  all  day  tramp,  but  at  sunset  he 
reached  his  destination  and  was  relieved  to  see  an 
unpainted  farmhouse  a  short  distance  away.  He 
knocked  at  the  door  and  was  greeted  by  his  great- 
aunt,  Sarah.  On  the  next  day  his  father  arrived. 
While  on  this  visit  the  boy  made  an  interesting  dis¬ 
covery.  He  found  two  large  marble  slabs,  the 
original  grave  stones  of  Jeremiah  Dow  and  his  wife, 
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Rachael.  They  had  been  taken  up  to  make  room  for 
better  ones,  stored  away  in  the  cellar  and  forgotten. 

Dr.  Dow  was  a  prominent  figure  in  club  circles. 
He  was  a  founder,  one  of  the  first  presidents,  and  for 
many  years  a  director  of  the  University  Club  of 
Rochester.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Roches¬ 
ter  Historical  Society.  His  love  for  Amherst  Col¬ 
lege,  from  where  he  was  graduated  in  1874,  and 
in  1880,  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts, 
lasted  throughout  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of 
Alpha  Delta  Phi  and  later  joined  the  Rochester 
Chapter.  It  was  largely  through  his  efforts  that 
Alpha  Delta  Phi  established  a  fraternity  house  and 
that  Amherst  became  the  second  college  in  the  coun¬ 
try  to  take  this  step. 

Dr.  Frank  Fowler  Dow  married,  September  19, 
1877,  in  Wheatland,  New  York,  Harriet  E.  Brown, 
daughter  of  Volney  Paine  and  Sarah  Rebecca 
(Avery)  Brown.  ( See  Brown  line.)  In  their  home 
at  429  Park  Avenue,  Rochester,  where  the  golden 
wedding  anniversaries  of  the  parents  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Dow  were  celebrated  in  1898,  their  own  fiftieth 
anniversary  was  celebrated  on  September  19,  1927. 
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Children: 

(1)  Leland  Brown,  born  March  2,  1880,  in  Wheat- 
land;  graduated  from  Amherst  in  1904,  now 
engaged  in  business  in  Memphis,  Tennessee; 
married,  May  18,  1907,  Edith  Longfellow 
Vaughan,  daughter  of  Richard  Fairfax  and 
Mary  (Longfellow)  Vaughan. 

Children: 

(i)  Leland,  Jr.,  born  April  13,  1908;  edu¬ 
cated  at  Amherst;  married  Virginia 
Tayloe. 

(ii)  Vaughan,  born  September  8,  1915. 

(2)  Fayette  Brown,  born  August  25,  1881,  in  Peru, 
Indiana;  graduated  from  Amherst  in  1904; 
married  (first),  in  Denver,  Colorado,  June  13, 
1913,  Annie  Lloyd  Thomas,  who  died  October 
8,  1921,  daughter  of  Lloyd  and  Annie  (Schley) 
Thomas;  married  (second),  October  1,  1929, 
Margaret  Munro  Elder.  Is  a  prominent  attor¬ 
ney  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

(3)  Amoret  Brown,  born  May  1,  1889,  died 
February  10,  1893. 
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zArms:  Per  chevron,  gules  and  azure,  on  a  chevron  en¬ 

grailed  argent,  between  two  lions  combatant  in 
chief  erminois  and  a  cross-flory  in  base  or,  three 
mullets  sable. 

Qrest:  A  cross-flory  or  in  front  of  a  demi-man  affronte 

in  armour  proper  garnished  gold,  holding  in  the 
dexter  hand  a  lance  point  upwards  proper,  the 
sinister  hand  resting  on  the  cross. 

c JVlotto:  Sub  Cruce  Salus. 


(Burke’s:  “Landed  Gentry  of  Great  Britain.”) 
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The  surname  Capron  is  presumed  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  Caperoun,  old  French  for  a  hood,  by 
means  of  which  the  entire  face  could  be  concealed. 
The  name  is  found  in  the  Roll  of  Battel  Abbey.  The 
family  was  long  established  in  Battel,  the  scene  of 
the  exploits  of  the  founder  of  the  family,  who  ac¬ 
cording  to  tradition  came  into  England  with  William 
the  Conqueror  and  at  the  Battle  of  Hastings  wore 
a  hood  instead  of  a  helmet. 

Banfield  Capron,  first  of  the  line  in  America, 
was  born  in  Chester,  England,  about  1660.  He  came 
to  this  country  as  a  young  man  and  settled  in  Bar¬ 
rington,  Massachusetts,  where  he  resided  about 
twenty  years  and  later  purchased  land  in  Attle¬ 
borough,  Massachusetts,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  August  20,  1752. 

He  married  about  1681  Elizabeth  Callender  of  a 
wealthy  and  prominent  Rehoboth  family.  She  died 
in  Attleborough,  March  10,  1735. 

Children: 

(1)  Banfield,  born  July  16,  1683,  in  Attleborough, 
died  August  16,  1752,  in  Cumberland,  Rhode 
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Island;  married  (first),  Hannah  Jenckes  of 
Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island;  (second),  in  1744, 
Sarah  Brown  of  Attleborough. 

(2)  Betsey,  born  October  22,  1684;  married  Cap¬ 
tain  John  Brown. 

(3)  Edward,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Walter,  settled  in  Groton,  Connecticut,  where 
he  owned  a  valuable  farm.  He  married  twice. 

(5)  Captain  Joseph,  born  September  12,  1691, 
died  October  14,  1776;  married  (first),  in 
1714,  Judith  Peck;  (second),  in  1735,  Bethia 
Burt,  who  died  in  1753;  (third),  Mary  French, 
who  survived  him. 

(6)  John,  married  September  23,  1723,  Deborah 
Woodcock. 

(7)  Jonathan,  born  March  11,  1705.  He  resided 
with  his  father  in  Attleborough.  Married 
Rebecca  Morse,  who  died  August  29,  1772. 

(8)  Margaret,  died  in  June,  1739;  married,  May  1, 
1729,  William  Arnold,  Esq.,  of  Smithfield, 
Rhode  Island,  a  man  of  worth  and  influence 
in  the  community. 

(9)  Sarah,  born  March  11,  1708;  married  Ralph 
Freeman  of  Attleborough. 

(10)  Mary,  married  Captain  Samuel  Tyler  of 
Attleborough. 
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(11)  Hannah,  died  February  17,  1732;  married  in 
1710,  David  Aldrich. 

Edward  Capron,  son  of  Banfield  and  Elizabeth 
(Callender)  Capron,  resided  during  his  youth  and 
young  manhood  in  Attleborough,  but  appears  to 
have  removed  to  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island,  at 
the  time  of  his  second  marriage. 

He  married  (first),  December  22,  1720,  Mary 
Stanley,  who  died  May  29,  1729.  He  married  (sec¬ 
ond),  Miriam  (Remington)  Greene,  widow  of 
Ebenezer  Greene. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Mary,  born  September  25,  1722,  in  Attlebor¬ 
ough. 

(2)  Sarah,  born  March  14,  1724,  in  Attleborough. 

(3)  Edward,  born  August  17,  1727,  in  Attlebor¬ 
ough. 

Child  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Jonathan,  of  whom  further. 

Jonathan  Capron,  son  of  Edward  and  Miriam 
(Remington)  Greene  Capron,  was  born  in  East 
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Greenwich  and  lived  there  throughout  his  life.  He 
was  a  tailor. 

He  married,  January  30,  1756,  Margaret  Greene, 
daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Knowles)  Greene,  of 
North  Kingston.  ( See  Greene  line.) 

Children: 

(1)  Susanna,  born  October  11,  1756. 

(2)  Greene,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Miriam,  born  September  14,  1760;  married 
Mr.  Sparrowhawk  of  Muskingum,  Ohio. 

(4)  Edward,  born  November  12,  1762. 

(5)  William;  removed  to  Nantucket. 

(6)  Jonathan,  born  August  23,  1764. 

(7)  Mary,  born  January  18,  1767. 

(8)  Leonard,  born  March  14,  1769;  removed  to 
Nantucket. 

(9)  Waity,  born  August  14,  1771;  married  Thom¬ 
as  Britton. 

(10)  Elizabeth,  born  February  14,  1774;  unmar¬ 
ried. 

(11)  Nancy,  born  September  26,  1776;  married 
Stephen  Bryant. 
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(12)  Rebecca,  born  February  18,  1780. 

Greene  Capron,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Margaret 
(Greene)  Capron,  was  born  August  19,  1758,  in 
East  Greenwich  and  died  March  27,  1843,  in  Cov¬ 
entry,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  moved  after  the  birth 
of  several  of  his  children.  He  was  also  a  tailor.  He 
served  in  the  American  Revolution  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Troops  of  Rhode  Island  and  was  awarded 
a  pension  for  his  military  service,  March  4,  1831. 

He  married  (first),  December  31,  1780,  Rebecca 
Bailey,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Havens) 
Bailey  of  East  Greenwich.  She  was  born  September 
8,  1760,  and  died  in  East  Greenwich,  November  11, 
1822.  He  married  (second),  May  25,  1823,  Mrs. 
Lydia  Carpenter. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Thomas  Bailey,  born  January  8,  1782. 

(2)  Anna,  born  March  25,  1784. 

(3)  Wanton  Weedon,  born  January  7,  1786. 

(4)  Margaret,  born  October  13,  1788. 

(5)  Caleb  Bailey,  born  October  31,  1790. 
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(6)  Almy,  born  January  18,  1793;  married  Josiah 
Andrews. 

(7)  Gideon,  born  January  27,  1795.  He  was  lost 
at  sea  in  1837. 

(8)  Jonathan,  born  December  2,  1796. 

(9)  Colonel  Bowen,  a  prominent  resident  of  Ston- 
ington,  Connecticut. 

(10)  Clark  Lyman,  of  whom  further. 

Child  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Lydia  A.,  born  in  1824. 

Clark  Lyman  Capron,  son  of  Greene  and  Re- 
becca  (Bailey)  Capron,  was  born  in  1805,  in  Cov- 
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entry,  Rhode  Island,  and  died  March  11,  1865,  in 
Fowlerville,  New  York. 

He  married  (first),  December  10,  1828,  Martha 
Fowler,  daughter  of  Wells  and  Sally  (Hubbard) 
Fowler.  ( See  Fowler  line.) 

He  married  (second),  in  1859,  Isabella  Ferguson, 
a  widow.  She  died  October,  1874. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Caroline  Matilda,  of  whom  further. 
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(2)  Helen,  born  November  21,  1831,  died  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  1893,  in  Catskill,  New  York;  married 
(first),  Charles  Johnson;  (second),  Abram  J. 
Martin,  of  Catskill. 

(3)  Sarah,  born  October  1,  1837,  in  Fowlerville, 
died  October  24,  1910,  in  Logansport,  Indiana; 
married  Allen  Richardson. 

(4)  Wells  De  Witt,  born  December  31,  1838,  in 
Fowlerville,  and  died  September  28,  1898,  in 
Logansport;  married  (first),  Mary  E.  Gardi¬ 
ner;  (second),  Annie  Cronin,  who  died  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1899. 

Caroline  Matilda  Capron,  daughter  of  Clark 
Lyman  and  Martha  (Fowler)  Capron,  was  born 
October  17,  1829,  in  Fowlerville,  and  died  Novem¬ 
ber  2,  1915,  in  Rochester,  New  York. 

She  married,  September  5,  1848,  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin  Dow,  son  of  Asahel  and  Dolly  (Blaisdell)  Dow. 
(See  Dow  line.) 
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e Arms:  Azure,  three  bucks  trippant  or. 

Crest:  A  buck’s  head  or. 

c Motto:  Virtus  Semper  Viridis. 


(Matthew’s:  “American  Armoury  and  Blue  Book.”) 
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The  surname  Greene  comes  under  the  classifi¬ 
cation  of  place  names,  originally  given  to  one  whose 
residence  was  near  an  open  space  or  common. 

The  family  is  of  great  antiquity  in  Northampton¬ 
shire,  England,  where  in  1336,  Alexander  de  Boke- 
ton  took  the  name  of  Att  Grene,  or  de  la  Grene. 
The  Boketon  or  Buckton  Manor  House  was  known 
as  an  estate  before  the  Conquest,  situated  as  a  parish 
in  the  southern  division  of  Northamptonshire,  now 
known  as  Broughton  and  was  the  property  of  the 
early  lords  of  the  House  of  Greene.  They  also  held 
the  lordships  of  Heyborne,  Heydmoncourte,  Dad- 
ington,  Ashby  Mares,  Grene’s  or  Greene’s  Norton, 
the  latter  so  called  since  the  purchase  of  Norton’s 
Manor  and  surrounding  village  in  13  53.  This  local¬ 
ity,  known  in  the  Domesday  Book  as  "Norton’s,” 
is  a  large  village  situated  about  ten  miles  south  of 
Northampton,  Northamptonshire.  The  ancient 
manor  home  of  the  Grenes  is  now  totally  destroyed. 
Authorities  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Dorsetshire 
branch  of  the  family  is  descended  from  the  Greenes 
of  this  ancient  lineage,  and  the  similarity  of  armorial 
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bearings  substantiates  this  theory.  The  Dorsetshire 
branch  is  of  old  and  honorable  history,  and  the  fam¬ 
ily  hereinafter  under  consideration  can  be  traced 
directly  to  that  line,  as  the  ancient  seat  was  situated 
at  Bowridge  Hill,  formerly  Borridge  Hill,  in  the 
parish  of  Gillingham,  County  Dorset,  England. 

Robert  Greene  was  of  Bowridge  Hill.  His 
name  appears  in  subsidy  rolls  in  1543-1547  and 
1  5  58.  The  name  of  his  wife  is  not  known. 

Children: 

(1)  Peter,  died  in  1583,  buried  May  31,  1583;  will 
dated  May  20,  1583;  married  Joan,  surname 
unknown. 

(2)  Richard,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  John,  died  in  1560. 

(4)  Alice,  married  Mr.  Small. 

(5)  Anne,  married  Roger  Copps. 

Richard  Greene,  son  of  Robert,  succeeded  to 
his  father’s  estate  upon  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Peter.  His  will,  dated  May  10,  1606,  was  proved 
May  3,  1608.  The  name  of  his  wife  is  not  known. 
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Children: 

( 1 )  Katharine. 

(2)  Richard,  of  whom  further. 


Richard  Greene,  son  of  Richard  Greene,  was  of 
Bowridge  Hill.  He  married  Mary  Hooker,  daughter 
of  John  and  Anstice  (Bridgman)  Hooker.  ( See 
Hooker  line.) 

Richard  and  Mary  (Hooker)  Greene  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children: 

(1)  Peter,  married  Joan,  surname  unknown. 

(2)  Richard,  will  dated  April  28,  1614,  proved 
June  23,  1617;  leaving  property  to  "wife 
Agnes,”  father  and  brothers  and  sisters, 

(3)  Robert,  will  proved  January  7,  1650-51;  leav¬ 
ing  Latin  books  to  brother,  John,  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  other  property  to  son,  Robert. 

(4)  John,  of  whom  further. 

(5)  Rebecca,  married  Mr.  Dounton. 

(6)  Mary. 

(7)  Rachel,  married  Richard  Perne. 

(8)  Anne,  baptized  August  31,  1595;  married 
Giles  Stagg  of  Little  Newton. 
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(9)  Thomas,  baptized  May  18,  1599;  buried  Au¬ 
gust  15,  1599. 

John  Greene,  son  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Hooker) 
Greene,  was  born  in  Bowridge  Hill  about  1590  and 
died  in  Conimicut,  now  Warwick,  Rhode  Island,  in 
1659.  He  was  a  prominent  surgeon  and  practised  his 
profession  in  Salisbury,  Wiltshire  County,  England, 
sixteen  years  before  coming  to  America  with  his  wife 
and  six  children.  Dr.  Greene  sailed  on  the  ship 
"James”  which  left  Southampton,  England,  in  April, 
1635,  and  arrived  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  June  3, 
1635.  He  settled  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
purchased  or  built  a  house  and  was  associated  with 
Roger  Williams.  Soon  after  Williams’  flight  from 
Salem  in  1636,  Dr.  Greene  sold  his  house  and  joined 
his  friend  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He  was  one 
of  the  twelve  original  purchasers  of  Shawomet,  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
present  towns  of  Warwick  and  Coventry,  Rhode 
Island.  He  removed  to  Warwick  in  1642  and  in 
1644  traveled  to  London,  England,  to  negotiate  for 
Narragansett.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
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organized  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in  1 64 7  under 
the  charter  obtained  from  Charles  I. 

Df*  Greene  was  the  first  professional  medical  man 
^  the  Providence  Plantations  and  became  prominent 
m  the  public  aifairs  of  the  Colony.  Pie  fully  en¬ 
joyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  associates 
throughout  his  long  and  active  political  life.  Pie 
served  as  a  member  of  the  First  Town  Council  of 
Warwick  in  1647,  as  representative  of  Warwick  in 
the  General  Assembly  in  1648,  1650,  1655  and 
1657,  as  assistant  magistrate  and  magistrate  in  the 
Court  of  Trials  in  1649  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council.  He  was  one  of  the  eleven  men  bap¬ 
tized  by  Roger  Williams  and  one  of  the  twelve 
original  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
America. 

Dr.  Greene  married  (first),  in  St.  Thomas 
Church,  Salisbury,  England,  November  4,  1619, 
Joanne  Tattershall,  who  died  in  Conimicut,  Rhode 
Island,  in  1643.  He  married  (second) ,  Alice  Daniels. 
He  married  (third),  in  London,  Phillippa,  who  was 
born  in  1600  and  died  March  11,  1687.  She  re- 
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turned  with  him  to  Warwick  in  1646. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage,  all  baptized  in  St. 
Thomas  Church  in  England: 

(1)  John,  born  August  15,  1620;  married  Anne 
Almy. 

(2)  Peter,  born  March  10,  1621;  married  Mary 
Gorton. 

(3)  Richard,  born  March  25,  1624;  died  young. 

(4)  James,  of  whom  further. 

(5)  Thomas,  born  June  4,  1628;  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Barton. 

(6)  Jane,  born  October  3,  1630;  married  John 
Hode. 

(7)  Mary,  born  May  19,  1633;  married  James 
Sweet. 

James  Greene,  son  of  John  and  Joanne  (Tatter- 
shall)  Greene,  was  born  June  21,  1626,  in  Salisbury, 
England,  and  died  in  Potowomut,  Rhode  Island, 
April  27,  1698.  He  came  to  New  England  with  his 
parents  in  1635.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in  1647 
and  resided  in  Old  Warwick.  On  May  16,  1661,  he 
became  Town  Clerk  and  from  1660-1670  served 
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as  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony. 
He  was  commissioner  under  the  first  charter  and 
deputy  and  assistant  under  the  second. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  War,  1675-76,  the 
inhabitants  of  ^57arwick  left  the  town  and  James 
Greene  fled  to  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island.  In  1684 
he  removed  to  Potowomut  where  he  built  his  home 
on  a  hill  near  the  west  bank  of  the  Potowomut 
River.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  his  grandsons 
(sons  of  Jabez)  later  established  a  forge  shop  for 
making  anchors  and  other  forms  of  iron  work  in  this 
locality,  which  also  was  the  birthplace  of  Nathanael 
Greene,  Major  General  in  the  Revolution,  and  the 
residence  of  his  descendants  for  more  than  200  years. 

James  Greene  married  (first),  about  1657,  Deliv¬ 
erance  Potter,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Isabel  Potter 
of  Warwick.  She  was  born  in  1627  and  died  in 
1664.  He  married  (second),  August  3,  1665,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Anthony,  daughter  of  John  and  Susanna  An¬ 
thony  of  Portsmouth.  She  died  in  1698. 
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Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  James,  born  June  1,  1658;  married  Mary 
Fones. 

(2)  Mary,  born  September,  1660;  married  James 
Reynolds. 

(3)  Elisha,  born  March  17,  1662;  died  young. 

(4)  Sarah,  born  August  27,  1664;  married  Henry 
Reynolds. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Peter,  born  August  25,  1666;  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Slocum. 

(2)  David,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  born  October  17,  1668;  married 
Francis  Reynolds. 

(4)  John,  born  February  1,  1670. 

(5)  Jabez,  born  May  1/,  1673;  married  Mary 
Barton. 

(6)  Thomas,  born  November  11,  1682. 

(7)  John,  born  September  30,  1685;  married  Mary 
Allen. 

(8)  Susanna,  born  May  24,  1688;  married  Joseph 
Hull. 
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David  Greene,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Anthony)  Greene,  was  born  June  24,  1667,  in 
Portsmouth,  and  died  in  Jamestown,  Rhode  Island, 
January  31,  1761. 

He  married  (first),  May  11,  1698,  Mary  Slocum, 
born  June  21,  1679,  daughter  of  Reverend  Ebenezer 
and  Mary  (Thurston)  Slocum  of  Jamestown.  He 
married  (second),  June  24,  1706,  Sarah  Barber, 

daughter  of  Moses  and  Susanna  Barber  of  South 
Kingston,  Rhode  Island. 

David  Greene,  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Slo¬ 
cum)  Greene,  was  born  in  Jamestown,  September 
11,  1701,  and  died  October  10,  1757. 

He  married  (first),  December  23,  1721,  Katha¬ 
rine  Greene  of  East  Greenwich.  He  married  (sec¬ 
ond),  November  4,  1724,  Mary  Knowles,  daughter 
of  Henry  Knowles  of  South  Kingston.  She  was  born 
in  1702  and  died  May  17,  1744. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Mary,  born  June  2,  1727;  married  Charles 
Tillinghast. 
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(2)  David,  born  August  28,  1728;  married  Eliza¬ 
beth,  surname  unknown. 

(3)  Margaret,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Ebenezer,  born  January  10,  1731;  married 
Frances  Rice. 

(5)  Patience,  born  November  7,  1733. 

(6)  Alice  (or  Abbie),  born  June  16,  1735. 

(7)  Wait,  born  June  1,  1739,  died  July  17,  1744. 

Margaret  Greene,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
(Knowles)  Greene,  was  born  March  8,  1730.  She 
married,  January  30,  1756 ,  Jonathan  Capron,  son  of 
Edward  and  Miriam  (Remington)  Greene  Capron. 
( See  Capron  line.) 


' 
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lArms:  Azure,  a  chevron  argent  charged  with  three 

crosses  formee  sable,  between  three  lions  passant 
guardant  or. 

Qrest:  An  owl  argent,  crowned  with  a  ducal  coronet  or. 

<J\Aotto:  Watch  and  pray. 


(Burke’s :  “General  Armory.”) 
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This  surname  is  one  of  the  many  derived  from 
the  pursuit  of  sports  and  is  said  by  Camden  to  have 
been  bestowed  upon  the  progenitors  of  this  family 
to  denote  an  office  held  by  royal  appointment.  It  is 
first  mentioned  by  Burke,  who  records  that  Richard 
Fowler  of  Foxley,  in  County  Bucks,  accompanied 
Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  to  the  Holy  Land  in  1191, 
and  furnished  a  body  of  British  Bowmen,  recruited 
from  his  tenants  at  Foxley.  He  was  knighted  by  the 
king  for  his  great  valor  and  his  crest  was  changed 
to  a  vigilant  owl,  presumably  to  commemorate  a 
night  attack  by  the  barbarians  which  he  surprised 
and  frustrated. 

Unlike  many  families  in  America  tracing  back  to 
a  common  ancestor,  there  are  several  distinct  and 
separate  lines  in  the  Fowler  family  and  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  their  progenitors  is  more  or  less  problemat¬ 
ical.  Without  doubt,  the  most  distinguished  of  these 
founders  was  William  Fowler,  immigrant  ancestor 
of  the  branch  of  Fowlers  herein  followed. 

William  Fowler,  "the  magistrate,”  first  of  the 
line  in  America,  was  born  in  England,  in  1572,  and 
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died  in  Milford,  Connecticut,  January  2  5,  1660. 
He  was  listed  as  being  at  Islington,  near  London,  at 
the  time  he  emigrated  to  New  England.  He  landed 
m  Boston,  Massachusetts,  June  26,  1637,  and  on 
March  30,  1638,  removed  to  Quinnipiac,  now  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  with  the  company  headed  by 
the  Reverend  John  Davenport.  Since  that  time  the 
name  of  William  Fowler  is  inseparably  connected 
with  the  development  of  New  Haven  and  the  Colony 

of  Milford.  He  is  listed  on  the  first  tax  list  in  New 
Haven  as  follows: 

"No.  43,  3  in  family.  Estate  £800;  47  acres  in 
first  Division,  9]/2  in  neck,  41  y2  in  Meadow,  and 
166  acres  in  second  Division.” 

He  was  present  at  the  famous  meeting  held  in  Mr. 
Newmans  barn,  June  4,  1639,  when  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  New  Haven  Colony,  drawn  by  John 
Davenport,  was  adopted  and  was  one  of  the  first 
trustees  of  the  Colony.  He  afterwards  removed  to 
Milford,  where  the  first  purchase  by  the  whites  was 
made  February  12,  1639,  and  the  deed  in  trust  for 
the  planters  was  given  to  "William  Fowler,  Edmund 
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Tapp,  and  three  others.”  At  a  town  meeting  held 
November  20,  1639,  it  was  voted  that  "William 
Fowler,  Edmund  Tapp,  Zachariah  Whitman,  John 
Astwood  and  Richard  Miles  be  the  first  Judges.”  In 
1644,  William  Fowler  and  Edmund  Tapp  were 
chosen  for  the  first  magistrates  for  the  General  Court 
at  New  Haven.” 

"The  Church  of  Christ  at  Milford  was  first 
gathered  at  New  Haven  uppon  August  22,  1639. 
The  persons  first  joyning  in  the  formation  were 
those  whose  names  are  next  under  mentioned:  Peter 
Prudden,  Zachariah  Whitman,  William  Fowler,  John 
Astwood,  Edmund  Tapp,  Thomas  Buckingham, 
Thomas  Welsh.”  They  were  known  as  the  "seven 
pillars  of  the  church.  William  Fowler  was  selected 
to  lay  hands  on”  the  Reverend  Peter  Prudden  at  his 
installation  and  when  the  "Train  Band”  was  formed 
in  1640,  he  was  chosen  lieutenant.  He  served  as  a 
magistrate  until  1654. 

The  following  is  from  the  records  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Haven,  1653-1664,  page  499: 


, 
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"The  last  will  &  testamt  of  Mr  Willm  Fowler 
of  Milford  deceased  was  prsented  as  prooued 
in  court  at  Milford,  by  Mr  Robt  Treate,  John 
Fletcher  and  Willm  Fowler  junior  witnesses, 
dated  the  eighteenth  of  January  1660.  An 
inventory  alsoe  of  the  estate  of  Mr  Willm  Fowler 
deceased  prsented  taken  the  8  th  0f  February 
1660  prized  by  Mr  Alexander  Bryan  and 
Michaelle  Tompkins  amounting  to  ye  sume  of 
408k  13s  0 9d  prooued  in  court  &  before  the 

magistrat  at  Milford  March  the  first  &  seventh 
1660/61. 

Rich  Baldwin 

Secret.” 

William  Fowler  was  one  of  the  few  men  in  the 
Colony  who  had  enjoyed  a  liberal  education  and  was 
held  in  high  repute  for  his  wisdom  and  prudence. 

His  wife,  who  came  to  America  with  him,  died  in 
Milford: 

Children: 

(1)  Captain  William. 

(2)  John,  who  became  a  man  of  note  and  influence 
was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  at  New 
Haven,  1661-64;  married  Mary  Hubbard. 
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( 3 )  Mary. 

(4)  Ambrose,  of  whom  further. 

Ambrose  Fowler,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
England  about  1610-15,  and  died  in  Westfield, 
Massachusetts,  October  18,  1704.  He  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  and  was  of  Windsor, 
Connecticut,  in  1640,  where  he  is  listed  as  a  member 
of  the  congregation  of  the  Reverend  John  Warham 
and  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  records,  he  was  a  member  of  a  committee  to 
settle  the  bounds  of  Uncoway  and  Poquonock,  in 
1641.  He  sold  his  land  in  Windsor  in  1671  and  re¬ 
moved  with  his  family  to  Westfield. 

He  married,  May  6,  1646,  Jane  Alvord,  of 
Windsor.  She  died,  May  22,  1684,  in  Westfield. 

Children: 

(1)  Abigail,  born  March  1,  1647;  married,  March 
22,  1670,  Increase  Sikes,  of  Springfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

(2)  John,  born  November  6,  1648;  married  Mercy 
Miller  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts. 
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(3)  Mary,  born  May  13,  1650;  married,  May  14, 
1 677,  Fearnot  King. 

(4)  Samuel,  of  whom  further. 

(5)  Hannah,  born  December  20,  1654;  married 
James  Sexton  of  Westfield. 

(6)  Elizabeth,  born  December  2,  1656;  died  in 
1692.  Unmarried. 

(7)  Ambrose,  born  May  8,  1658;  married  Mary 
Baker. 

Samuel  Fowler,  son  of  Ambrose  and  Jane 
(Alvord)  Fowler,  was  born  in  Windsor,  November 
18,  1652.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  which  took  place 
in  Windsor,  he  removed  to  Wre s t fi  e  1  ci ,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

He  married,  November  6,  1682,  Abigail  Brown  of 
Windsor. 

Children: 

(1)  Samuel,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Jonathan,  born  October  19,  1685;  married 
(first),  Catherine  Marshall  of  Windsor; 
(second),  Hannah  Pettibone. 

(3)  Abigail,  born  October  25,  1687. 
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(4)  Mary,  born  February  22,  1689. 

(5)  Hannah,  born  November  3,  1693. 

(6)  Hester,  born  January  16,  1695. 

(7)  Sarah,  born  May  31,  1698. 

(8)  Isabel,  born  February  1,  1700;  married  in  1720, 
Ezra  Strong  of  Northampton. 

(9)  Elizabeth,  born  June  7,  1704. 

(10)  Mindwell. 

Samuel  Fowler,  son  of  Samuel  and  Abigail 
(Brown)  Fowler,  was  born  in  Win dsor ,  January  29, 
1684,  and  died  in  Westfield,  November  10,  1744. 

He  married  Mercy,  surname  unknown,  who  died 
January  6,  1744,  in  Westfield. 

Children: 

(1)  Samuel,  born  January  31,  1711;  married  Naomi 
Noble. 

(2)  David,  married  Elizabeth  Smith. 

(3)  Bethesday,  born  April  26,  1717. 

(4)  Stephen,  of  whom  further. 

(5)  Mercy,  born  July  31,  1722;  died  January  6, 
1744. 
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(6)  Bildad,  married  Elizabeth  Bancroft. 

(7)  Daniel,  born  in  January,  1729;  married  Elenor 
Williams. 

(8)  Mehitable. 

Stephen  Fowler,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mercy 
Fowler,  was  born  in  Westfield,  December  21,  1719. 
He  removed  to  Pittsfield  about  1 772  and  soon  after¬ 
ward  to  New  York  State  where  he  died. 

He  married  (first),  August  10,  1746,  Rhoda 
Bancroft,  a  sister  of  Captain  John  Bancroft,  a 
wealthy  and  influential  citizen  of  Westfield.  She  died 
January  8,  1748.  He  married  (second),  in  1751, 
Mary  Wells  of  Hartford. 

Child  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Stephen,  of  whom  further. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Rhoda,  born  April  10,  1752. 

(2)  Blackleach,  born  January  4,  1754;  married 
Meriam  Smith. 

(3)  Abigail,  born  March  23,  1756;  married  Asa 
Noble  of  Williamstown. 
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(4)  Mehitable,  born  February  16,  1758;  married 
Dr.  Porter. 

(5)  Sarah,  born  August  26,  1760;  married  John 
Lee  of  Hartford. 

(6)  Amos,  born  February  16,  1763;  married  Irene 
Fowler  of  Northford,  Connecticut. 

(7)  Mary,  born  August  15,  1765;  died  February 
15,  1766. 

(8)  Wells,  born  February  20,  1768;  died  young. 

i 

(9)  Mary,  born  October  13,  1771;  married  (first), 
Daniel  Fowler;  (second),  Dr.  Martin  Phelps. 

Stephen  Fowler,  son  of  Stephen  and  Rhoda 
(Bancroft)  Fowler,  was  born  in  Westfield,  July  26, 
1747,  and  died  March  14,  1824.  He  resided  in  Pitts¬ 
field  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under 
Captain  William  Francis. 

He  married,  April  11,  1771,  Rhoda  Wells.  She 
was  born  in  1744  and  died  October  27,  1828. 

Children: 

(1)  Rhoda,  born  February  1,  1772. 

(2)  Amey,  born  March  27,  1773,  died  October  1, 
1775. 
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(3)  Bancroft,  born  September  12,  1775;  graduate 

Yale,  1796;  a  prominent  Congregational 
minister  at  Windsor,  Vermont,  and  Northfield, 
Massachusetts;  married  Laura  Curtis,  daughter 
of  General  Zebina  Curtis. 

(4)  Stephen,  born  February  1,  1777;  married 
Rhoda  Harrison;  died  April,  1846,  in  Livonia, 
New  York. 

(5)  Wells,  of  whom  further. 

(6)  Edward,  died  young. 

(7)  Edward,  born  September  12,  1783;  graduate 

of  Yale,  1800;  settled  in  Gouverneur,  New 
York. 

(8)  Royal,  born  December  16,  1785;  graduate  of 
Yale,  1800;  a  physician  of  note;  married, 
September  29,  1812,  Frances  Dewey. 

Wells  Fowler,  son  of  Stephen  and  Rhoda 
(Wells)  Fowler,  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  March  6,  1 779,  and  died  in  Fowlerville,  New 
York,  January  14,  1864.  He  founded  Fowlerville, 
which  is  named  in  his  honor,  in  1 8 1 6.  He  was  the 
leading  citizen  of  the  community  for  many  years 
and  established  the  first  public  school  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  served  as  the  first  school  commissioner  and 
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also  built  the  first  grist  mill  in  the  town  of  York.  In 
1817  he  erected  a  saw  mill  and  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  this  mill  was  purchased  in  1854  by 
Benjamin  Franklin  Dow,  who  married  Caroline 
Matilda  Capron,  a  granddaughter  of  ’Wells  Fowler. 

Wells  Fowler  married  (first  ) ,  in  Pittsfield, 
January  20,  1803,  Sally  Hubbard,  a  daughter  of 
Lieutenant  James  and  Martha  Allen  (Livermore) 
Hubbard.  ( See  Hubbard  line.) 

Wells  Fowler  married  (second),  in  1838,  Laura 
Churchill,  daughter  of  John  and  Mehitable 
(Hubbard)  Churchill  and  niece  of  Sally  Hubbard. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Alonzo,  born  November  18,  1803,  in  Pittsfield, 
died  in  1872,  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  mar¬ 
ried,  December  11,  1828,  Eliza  Ann  Eastman. 

(2)  Martha,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Mary,  born  December  30,  1806,  in  Pittsfield, 
died  June  15,  1875,  in  Nunda,  New  York; 
married  Hugh  McNair. 

(4)  Sarah,  born  April  6,  1811,  died  April  29,  1836; 

married,  January  20,  1829,  Elias  Hooker 

Eastman. 
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(5)  Amos,  bom  August  22,  1814,  in  Pittsfield,  died 
October  3,  1884,  in  Fowlerville;  married, 
February  13,  1837,  Mary  Gaylord. 

(6)  James  Stephen,  born  November  4,  1821,  in 
Fowlerville,  died  January  26,  1895,  in  Buffalo, 
New  York;  married  (first),  Henrietta  McNeil; 
(second) ,  Sarah  Cogswell  Brush. 

Martha  Fowler,  daughter  of  Wells  and  Sally 
(Hubbard)  Fowler,  was  born  April  8,  1805,  in 
Pittsfield,  and  died  March  31,  1849,  in  Fowlerville. 

She  married,  December  10,  1828,  Clark  Lyman 
Capron,  son  of  Greene  and  Rebecca  (Bailey)  Capron. 
( See  Capron  line.) 


* 


tArms: 


Quarterly,  argent  and  sable,  on  a  bend  gules,  three 

_ ■  *  •  \  •  , 

lions  passant  or. 


(Burke’s:  “General  Armory.’’) 
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The  surname  Hubbard  is  of  ancient  origin  and 
was  common  in  England  during  the  reigns  of  the 
Saxon  Kings.  Historians  are  agreed  that  it  is  a 
modification  of  the  Danish  name,  Hubba,  made 
famous  by  the  Danish  King  and  Viking  of  that  name, 
who  invaded  England  in  866.  Early  records  show 
that  John  Hubbard  lived  in  Tye,  Norfolkshire,  in 
1235-  Various  grants  of  arms  were  awarded  to 
members  of  the  Hubbard  family  and  the  one 
generally  adopted  by  American  descendants  of  the 
name  was  granted  May  19,  1575,  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  to  Edward  Hubbard 
of  Burlanger,  England. 

William  Hubbard,  immigrant  ancestor,  was 
born  in  England  in  1600  and  died  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  about  1660.  He  came  to  America  in 
163  5  on  the  ship  "Elizabeth  and  Ann,”  accom- 
panied  by  "Thomas  Hubbard,  10,”  presumably  his 
son.  In  1637,  William  Hubbard  was  a  resident  of 
Saugua,  now  Lynn,  Massachusetts.  He  removed 
from  Lynn  to  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  and  later 
to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
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early  settlers.  Connecticut  probate  records  show  that 
William  Hubbard  was  plaintiff  in  a  suit  against 
Thomas  Marshfield  in  1643  and  was  awarded  twelve 
pounds  for  damages.  He  left  Hartford  about  1650 
to  reside  in  New  Haven  where  record  is  found  of  a 
court  case  in  which  he  gave  testimony  concerning 
a  colt,”  October  11,  1659,  designating  him  as  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  that  place. 

William  Hubbard  was  married  in  England.  The 
name  of  his  wife  is  not  known. 

Children: 

(1)  Thomas,  born  in  England  in  1625. 

(2)  Sarah,  born  in  Hartford,  June  10,  1647. 

(3)  John,  of  whom  further. 

John  Hubbard,  son  of  William  Hubbard,  was 
born  about  1650,  probably  in  Hartford,  and  died 
in  New  Haven.  He  married  Mary  Baker  of  New 
Haven  or  Guilford,  Connecticut. 

John  Hubbard,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Baker) 
Hubbard,  was  born  about  1674-75,  in  New  Haven, 
and  died  in  North  Guilford,  Connecticut,  later  than 
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1719,  as  it  is  stated  in  an  old  church  record  that 
"John  Hubbard  from  the  First  Society  of  Guilford” 
went  to  live  in  North  Guilford  in  1719. 

He  married  Ruth,  surname  unknown. 

Daniel  Hubbard,  son  of  John  and  Ruth  Hub¬ 
bard,  was  born  about  1710  in  Guilford  and  died 
later  than  1780  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  He  was 
a  pioneer  settler  of  the  latter  place,  having  located 
there  in  1749.  Early  histories  of  Pittsfield  abound 
with  references  to  him.  He  became  a  man  of  wealth 
and  influence  and  a  leader  in  the  religious  and  po¬ 
litical  life  of  the  community.  In  1759  he  was 
appointed  to  survey  the  west  line  of  the  township 
to  the  West  River.  He  was  a  signer  to  the  coven¬ 
ant  and  articles  of  faith  on  the  formation  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Pittsfield  in  1764  and  served 
as  one  of  its  first  deacons.  Smith’s  "History  of 
Pittsfield”  states  that  "Deacon  Daniel  Hubbard  was 
an  early  adherent  of  the  Whig  Cause”  and  calls  him 
a  "man  of  influence  and  sound  discretion.”  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  County  Convention  in  1780,  and 
recognized  as  a  leader.  An  early  town  record  lists 


( 
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him  as  one  of  the  largest  property  owners  and  tax¬ 
payers  in  Pittsfield,  his  assessment  being  five  pounds, 
seven  shillings  and  eleven  pence.  He  served  in  the 
Revolution  under  Captains  William  Francis  and 
John  Strong,  marching  with  the  former  from  Pitts¬ 
field  to  Kinderhook,  May  4  to  May  11,  1777,  and 
with  the  latter  from  Pittsfield  to  Fort  Edward,  July 
8,  1777.  He  was  discharged  August  26,  1777. 

He  married  Naomy  Root  of  Guilford  or  New 
Haven. 

James  Hubbard,  son  of  Daniel  and  Naomy 
(Root)  Hubbard,  was  born  in  Guilford,  in  1744, 
and  died  in  Pittsfield.  His  record  is  an  outstanding 
one  among  the  men  of  Pittsfield  who  served  in  the 
Revolution.  He  marched  to  Albany,  January  14, 
1776,  under  Captain  William  Francis,  and  was  com¬ 
missioned  second  lieutenant  of  the  2nd  Berkshire 
Company,  July  21,  1776,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
David  Rossiter.  He  commanded  a  detachment  of 
nineteen  men  from  Pittsfield  stationed  at  Ticon- 
deroga  from  December  16,  1776,  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  following  March  and  took  part  in  the 
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Battle  of  Bennington.  After  the  war  he  returned  to 
Pittsfield  where  he  was  active  in  the  civic  and  politi¬ 
cal  life  of  the  community.  He  inherited  a  large  estate 
from  his  father. 

James  Hubbard  married,  January  27,  1766, 
Martha  Allen  Livermore,  daughter  of  Captain 
Nathaniel  and  Martha  (Allen)  Livermore  of  Weston, 
Massachusetts.  She  was  born  in  Weston,  May  2, 
1741,  and  died  in  Pittsfield. 

Children: 

(1)  Mehitable,  married  John  Churchill. 

(2)  Sally,  of  whom  further. 

Sally  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  James 
and  Martha  Allen  (Livermore)  Hubbard,  was  born, 
July  1,  1780,  in  Pittsfield,  and  died  December  28, 
1837,  in  Fowlerville,  New  York.  She  married,  Jan¬ 
uary  20,  1803,  Wells  Fowler,  son  of  Stephen  and 
Rhoda  (Wells)  Fowler.  (See  Fowler  line.) 


zArms:  Or,  a  fesse  vair  between  two  lions  passant  guardant 

sable. 

Qrest:  A  hind  passant  or,  in  the  mouth  a  branch  leaved 

vert,  flowered  argent. 


(J.  L.  Vivian:  “Visitations  of  the  County  of  Devon.”) 
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The  surname  Hooker,  which  in  the  fourteenth 
century  was  written  Atte  Hooke,  has  long  been 
prominent  in  the  south  of  England.  Members  of  the 
Hooker  family  were  possessed  of  wealth  and  culture 
and  intermarried  with  some  of  England’s  proudest 
families.  The  men  were  noted  scholars  and  authors 
and  works  written  by  them  three  hundred  years  ago 
are  still  used  as  reference  books  in  famous  libraries. 
They  contain  most  advanced  sociological  ideas, 
recognizing  the  people  as  the  proper  source  of  power 
and  advocating  the  equality  of  all  men  before  the 
law. 

John  Hooker  of  Exeter,  was  born  in  Exeter 
about  1425  and  died  there  in  1493.  He  was  burgess 
under  three  kings,  Edward  IV,  Richard  III  and 
Henry  VII.  Since  his  time  the  name  of  Hooker  is 
inseparably  connected  with  the  history  of  Exeter. 

John  Hooker  married  (first),  Alice,  widow  of 
John  Coyle  of  Topsham.  He  married  (second), 
Alice,  daughter  of  Richard  Drewel,  Esq.,  of  Exeter, 
and  his  wife  Joan. 
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Child  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Thomasin,  married  John  Chaldea  of  Moreton. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Christopher,  died  without  issue. 

(2)  Robert,  of  whom  further. 

( 3 )  Jacobine. 

Robert  Hooker,  son  of  John  and  Alice  (Drewel) 
Hooker,  was  born  about  1475,  in  Exeter,  where  he 
died  later  than  1530.  He  was  a  noted  scholar  and 
mayor  of  Exeter  in  1529. 

He  married  (first),  Alice,  daughter  of  Richard 
Duke  of  Exeter.  He  married  (second),  Agnes, 
daughter  of  John  Doble  of  Woodbridge  in  Suffolk. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

( 1 )  Richard. 

(2)  Alice. 

(3)  Lawrence.  (All  died  without  issue.) 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

( 1 )  Anthony,  died  without  issue. 

(2)  John,  of  whom  further. 

( 3 )  Roger. 
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(4)  Sydnall,  married  John  Monk,  of  Ottery  St. 

Mary. 

(5)  Ann,  married  David  Windeat,  of  Exeter. 

(6)  Mary,  married  John  Russell. 

John  Hooker,  son  of  Robert  and  Agnes  (Doble) 
Hooker,  was  born,  in  1524,  in  Exeter  where  he  died 
in  November,  1601.  He  studied  law  at  Oxford  and 
traveled  extensively.  He  became  a  power  in  local  and 
national  affairs,  but  is  chiefly  known  as  a  writer  and 
historian.  His  "History  of  Exeter”  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  valuable  works  of  the  period.  He  also 
wrote  "The  Lyffe  of  Sir  Peter  Carewe”  and  compiled 
a  large  part  of  Holinshed’s  "Chronicles”  (1586). 

John  Hooker  was  the  first  Chamberlain  of  Exeter. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  September  25,  15  55,  and 
held  it  until  his  death.  He  represented  Exeter  in  the 
Irish  Parliament  in  1568  and  was  a  member  of  the 
English  Parliament  in  1 571.  In  the  famous  Guildhall 
in  Exeter,  the  armorial  bearings  of  its  mayors  and 
benefactors  were  emblazoned  on  the  walls  under  his 
personal  direction  and  a  large  painting  of  him  hangs 
in  the  Council  Chamber. 
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All  his  writings  and  accounts  of  contemporary 
events  are  vivid  and  accurate,  especially  so  his  stirring 
portrayal  of  the  insurrection  at  Sampford  Courtenay, 
Okehampton,  which  took  place  after  the  death  of 
Henry  VIII  in  1547,  and  to  which  he  was  an  eye 
witness. 

He  married  (first),  Martha,  daughter  of  Robert 
Tooker  of  Exeter.  He  married  (second),  Anstice, 
daughter  of  Edmund  Bridgman  of  Exeter. 

Child  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Robert,  married  Katherine  Snedall  of  Exeter. 

Child  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Mary,  of  whom  further. 

Mary  Hooker,  daughter  of  John  and  Anstice 
(Bridgman)  Hooker,  married  Richard  Greene,  son 
of  Richard  Greene  of  Bowridge  Hill,  County  Dorset, 
England.  (See  Greene  line.) 
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Richard  Browne,  son  of  Joseph  Browne,  was 
born  about  1600,  in  Southampton,  England,  and 
died,  April  26,  1661,  in  Newbury,  Massachusetts. 
According  to  a  family  tradition  he  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  a  knight  in  the  court  of  Henry  VII. 
He  came  to  America  in  1634,  in  the  ship  "Mary  and 
John,”  accompanied  by  his  brother  George,  his  sister 
Sarah  and  her  husband,  Mr.  Noyes.  They  were  the 
parents  of  Reverend  James  Noyes  of  Stonington, 
Connecticut. 

Richard  Browne  settled  first  in  Ipswich,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  but  soon  removed  to  Newbury  where  he  was 
made  a  freeman  May  6,  1635.  He  is  listed  as  a 
proprietor  of  Newbury  and  as  town  officer.  His  will 
was  probated  June  24,  1661. 

He  married  (first),  Edith,  surname  unknown, 
who  died  in  April,  1647.  He  married  (second), 
February  16,  1648,  Elizabeth  (Greenleaf)  Badger, 
widow  of  Giles  Badger  of  Newbury  and  daughter 
of  Edmund  and  Sarah  (Dole)  Greenleaf.  She  was 
baptized  in  Ipswich,  England,  January  16,  1622. 


BROWN 


Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Joseph,  died  young. 

(2)  Joshua,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Caleb,  born  May  7,  1645. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Elizabeth,  born  March  20,  1649. 

(2)  Richard,  born  February  18,  1651. 

(3)  Edmund,  born  July  17,  1654. 

(4)  Sarah,  born  September  7,  1657. 

(5)  Mary,  born  April  10,  1660. 

Joshua  Browne,  son  of  Richard  and  Edith 
Browne,  was  born,  April  10,  1642,  in  Newbury, 
where  he  died  in  1 72 0.  His  will,  dated  May  20,  1711, 
was  probated  May  9,  1720.  He  was  made  a  freeman 
in  1673.  In  1683  he  served  the  town  as  tithing  man 
and  on  March  22,  1685-86  was  elected  fence  viewer. 
In  1688  he  was  town  constable.  That  he  was  a  man 
of  prominence  in  the  community  is  evidenced  by  the 
many  references  to  him  in  the  early  histories  of 
Newbury.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Queen 
Anne’s  Chapel,  now  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  Newbury 
and  one  of  its  first  deacons  and  church  wardens. 
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He  married,  January  15,  1669,  Sarah  Sawyer, 
born  November  20,  1651,  daughter  of  William  and 
Ruth  Sawyer. 

Children: 

(1)  Joseph,  born  October  11,  1669;  married  Sarah 
Treadwell. 

(2)  Joshua,  born  May  18,  1671. 

(3)  Tristram,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Sarah,  born  September  5,  1676;  married,  May 
14,  1696,  Thomas  Wells.  Sarah  and  three 
children  were  killed  by  Indians  in  Maine. 

(5)  Ruth,  born  October  29,  1678;  married, 

October  31,  1698,  John  Ayer. 

(6)  Elizabeth,  born  April  2,  1682;  married  Mr. 
Lunt. 

(7)  Samuel,  born  September  4,  1687,  died 

September  12,  1749;  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1705;  served  as  the  first  minister  in 
Abington,  Massachusetts;  married  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Woodbridge. 

Tristram  Browne,  son  of  Joshua  and  Sarah 
(Sawyer)  Browne,  was  born,  December  21,  1673, 
in  Newbury,  and  died,  in  1756,  in  Norwich, 
Connecticut.  In  1713,  he  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
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a  petition  for  an  established  minister  for  Queen 
Anne’s  Chapel  in  Newbury,  which  was  sent  to  "The 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Ports.” 

In  his  will,  dated  May  15,  1740,  probated  in 
Norwich,  March,  1756,  he  appoints  "his  dearly 
beloved  wife  Mary,  executrix,”  and  directs  her  to 
"give  portions  to  his  daughters  Abigail  and  Mary, 
according  to  their  demerits”  and  also  makes  provision 
for  his  sons. 

He  married  Mary  Tilton,  born  August  8,  1683, 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Deliverance  (Shaw) 
Tilton  of  Hampton,  Connecticut. 

Children: 

(1)  Tristram,  Jr.,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Joshua,  born  March  27,  1704. 

(3)  Abraham,  born  October  11,  1707. 

(4)  Mary,  married  Mr.  Richards. 

(5)  Abigail,  baptized  June  26,  1715;  married  Mr. 

Story. 

(6)  Samuel,  born  in  1716. 

(7)  Richard. 
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Tristram  Browne,  Jr.,  son  of  Tristram  and 
Mary  (Tilton)  Browne,  was  born  March  17,  1702, 
in  Newbury,  and  died  February  16,  1763,  in 
Amenia,  New  York.  Records  of  the  birth  of  his 
children  indicate  that  his  early  married  life  was  spent 
in  Norwich.  He  and  his  wife  joined  the  church  in 
Canterbury,  Connecticut,  in  1731,  being  admitted 
by  letter  from  the  church  in  Newent,  New  London 
County,  now  Jewett  City.  They  separated  from  the 
Canterbury  Church  in  the  "Schism”  of  1744.  He 
was  a  resident  of  Nine  Partners,  now  Amenia,  New 
York,  in  1754,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in 
the  oldest  cemetery  in  Amenia. 

He  married,  August  28,  1722,  in  Preston,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Abigail  Parks,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Allyn)  Parks.  She  was  born  in  Norwich, 
August  25,  1705,  and  died  October  26,  1754,  in 
Amenia. 

Children: 

(1)  Daniel,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Josiah,  born  March  13,  1726. 

(3)  Abigail,  born  October  16,  1728. 


BROWN 


(4)  Thomas,  baptized  April  25,  1731. 

(5)  Tristram,  baptized  May  21,  1733. 

(6)  Hannah,  baptized  July  27,  1735. 

(7)  Samuel,  baptized  October  23,  1737. 

(8)  Deborah,  baptized  April  9,  1740. 

(9)  Hezekiah,  baptized  July  19,  1742. 

(10)  Esther,  baptized  July  3,  1747-48. 

Daniel  Brown,  son  of  Tristram,  Jr.,  and  Abigail 
(Parks)  Browne,  was  born  January  7,  1724,  in  Nor¬ 
wich  and  died  later  than  1761  in  Amenia.  In  1746 
he  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  covenant  of  "Ye 
Church  of  Christ  in  Canterbury.55  He  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Nine  Partners,  where  he  was  a 
slave  owner  and  large  landed  proprietor. 

Daniel  Brown  married,  May  11,  1748,  Rebecca 
Cleveland,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Rebecca  (Paine) 
Cleveland.  (See  Cleveland  line.) 

Children: 

(1)  John,  baptized  April  16,  1749. 

(2)  Daniel,  born  July  7,  1753,  baptized  Septem¬ 
ber  16,  1753,  died  in  Stephentown,  October  24, 
1837;  married  Martha  Rogers. 
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(3)  Olive,  baptized  in  Amenia;  married  George 
Parks. 

(4)  Silas,  baptized  August  27,  1755,  in  Amenia. 

(5)  Solomon,  of  whom  further. 

(6)  Jonathan,  baptized  July  15,  1759,  in  Amenia; 
married  Mary  Pierce. 

(7)  Rebekah,  baptized  September  6,  1761,  in 
Amenia. 

Reverend  Solomon  Brown,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Rebecca  (Cleveland)  Brown,  was  born  January  24, 
1757,  in  Amenia  and  died  July  2,  1815,  in  Wheat- 
land,  New  York.  Although  he  belonged  to  a 
Separatist  family,  whose  members  were  landed  pro¬ 
prietors  and  large  slave  owners,  he  became  convinced 
early  in  life  that  the  tenets  of  the  Baptist  Church 
were  right  and  accordingly,  against  the  wishes  of 
his  people,  was  baptized  into  the  communion  of  that 
church  in  1771.  In  1775  he  heeded  the  call  of  his 
country  and  enlisted  in  the  Continental  Army.  His 
noteworthy  services  in  the  cause  of  freedom  are  re¬ 
corded  in  the  archives  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  as  follows: 


BROWN 


"Rev.  Solomon  Brown,  through  his  mother 
was  descended  from  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esquire, 
who  came  over  in  the  Mayflower.  His  services 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  were  long  and  faith¬ 
fully  continued  throughout  its  duration,  or  as  it 
is  stated  on  his  monument  at  the  Belcoda  Ceme¬ 
tery:  'He  enlisted  in  the  Continental  Army  in 
1773  and  continued  until  the  auspicious  consum¬ 
mation  of  our  sovereignty  was  acknowledged.’ 

He  was  one  of  the  New  York  State  Minute  Men 
serving  in  Captain  Ebenezer  Slason’s  first  com¬ 
pany  of  Minute  Men  of  Westchester  County, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Samuel  Drake.  Later  he 
served  (I  believe)  in  Captain  Benjamin  Eustis’s 
Company  of  the  3d  Continental  Artillery,  com¬ 
manded  by  Colonel  John  Crane.  He  took  part 
in  the  resistance  to  Burgoyne’s  invasion,  partici¬ 
pating,  among  other  engagements,  at  the  Battle 
of  Saratoga,  and  was  present  at  Burgoyne’s  sur¬ 
render.  Later  he  served  in  Samuel  Lawrence’s 
Company  in  the  4th  Regiment  of  Westchester 
County  Militia,  commanded  by  Colonel  Thad- 
deus  Crane,  in  which  regiment  he  was  still 
serving  under  the  command  of  Captain  Daniel 
Bouton,  when  Cornwallis’  Surrender  ended  the 
war.” 

In  November,  1791,  Solomon  Brown  was  ordained 
in  the  Baptist  Church  and  at  once  devoted  himself 
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to  missionary  work  in  Central  and  Western  New 
York,  where  he  was  the  first  and  for  many  years, 
the  only  Baptist  minister.  He  held  pastorates  in 
Canaan,  Hebron,  Peru  and  Jay. 

At  a  covenant  meeting  July  17,  1 8 1 3 ,  in  Belcoda, 
New  York,  Elder  Solomon  Brown  served  as  modera¬ 
tor  and  on  August  14,  in  the  same  year,  united  with 
the  Baptist  Church  of  that  place  by  letter.  He  was 
at  once  chosen  standing  moderator  and  invited  to 
become  pastor  for  the  following  year.  He  accepted 
and  so  became  the  first  settled  Baptist  minister  in 
America  west  of  the  Genesee  River.  He  bought  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  Belcoda,  commanding  a  beautiful 
view  of  the  surrounding  country  and  built  a  log 
house,  a  story  and  a  half  in  height.  Here  Rev.  Brown 
and  his  faithful  wife  planted  fruit  trees  and  bushes 
in  abundance.  Fifty  years  later  a  small  apple  orchard 
was  still  standing,  grown  from  seeds  brought  by 
Mrs.  Brown  from  their  home  in  Jay,  New  York. 

Rev.  Solomon  Brown  gave  eighteen  years  of  his 
life  to  missionary  work,  suffering  the  privations  of 
frontier  life,  and  becoming  one  of  the  best  beloved 
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figures  in  the  life  of  Northern  New  York.  The 
following  editorial,  from  the  Caledonia  Advertiser 
of  July  15,  1915,  a  hundred  years  after  the  death  of 
Rev.  Brown,  is  indicative  of  his  strong  influence: 

REV.  SOLOMON  BROWN 

"Rev.  Solomon  Brown,  the  first  pastor  of  the 
historic  Baptist  Church  at  Belcoda,  died  on 
Sunday,  July  2,  1815,  just  one  hundred  years 
ago. 

"The  Belcoda  church  was  organized  in  1811. 

It  was  one  of  the  first  if  not  the  very  first 
Baptist  Church  to  be  formed  west  of  the 
Genesee  River  to  have  a  settled  pastorate. 

Mr.  Brown  entered  the  Revolutionary  army  as 
a  Minute  Man  in  1773,  when  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  continued  in  service  till  —  as 
his  monument  expresses  it  —  'the  auspicious 
consummation  of  our  sovereignty  was  acknow¬ 
ledged.5  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  studied  for 
the  ministry  into  which  he  was  ordained  in  1791, 
and  thenceforth  devoted  his  energies  to  found¬ 
ing  churches  and  other  missionary  work  in 
northern  and  western  New  York.  In  1813, 
he  came  to  Belcoda  which  was  then  called 
Caledonia,  Wheatland  not  being  set  off  as  an 
independent  township  till  1825.  One  August 
day  in  1814,  service  was  being  conducted  as 
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usual  in  the  log  schoolhouse  which  stood  where 
the  brick  schoolhouse  now  stands  in  Belcoda, 
(this  log  schoolhouse  being  used  as  a  church 
until  1820,  when  the  first  frame  church  build¬ 
ing  was  erected) ,  as  the  minister  was  preaching, 
a  messenger  came  with  word  that  Fort  Erie, 
then  in  possession  of  the  Americans  was  threat¬ 
ened  with  an  attack  by  the  British  and  volun¬ 
teers  were  needed  at  once.  With  characteristic 
determination  he  abruptly  ended  his  sermon, 
made  a  fervent  prayer  and  dismissed  the  congre¬ 
gation,  explaining  to  them  the  circumstances 
and  asked  every  one  who  was  willing  to  go  to 
the  defense  of  his  country  to  come  to  a  meeting 
on  the  green  at  Garbuttsville  that  afternoon. 
As  a  result  of  this  impromptu  gathering,  over 
forty  young  men  started  on  foot  for  Buffalo  the 
next  morning;  the  number  reaching  seventy-five 
before  arrival  in  Buffalo.  These  'minute  men’ 
did  valiant  service.  On  September  1,  they  were 
enrolled  as  a  company  with  Captain  L,  Lacy, 
Commander.  Among  the  officers  was  John  Gar- 
butt,  Sergeant.  John  Garbutt  was  the  remark¬ 
able  man  from  whom  Garbuttsville  derived  its 
name.  His  official  report  twenty-three  days  later 
is  worthy  of  record: 

"'Fort  Erie,  Sept.  23,  1814. 

"  'Left  the  fort  having  conquered  the  British. 

"  'John  Garbutt,  Serg’t.,  Com.’  ” 
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One  of  the  papers  treasured  by  Rev.  Brown’s 
descendants  is  a  letter  written  by  him  to  his  son, 
Theron,  who  was  serving  as  guard  in  Captain  Lacy’s 
Company.  It  is  addressed  to  "Mr.  Theron  Brown, 
Soldier,  Cap’t.  Lacy’s  Com.  Col.  Crosby’s  R.,  Briga¬ 
dier  G.  Davis’  Brig.,”  and  it  is  an  interesting  com¬ 
bination  of  parental  thoughtfulness  and  patriotic 
admonition.  It  reads  as  follows: 

"Caledonia,  Sept.  10,  1814. 

"Dear  Theron: 

"We  send  you  by  Esquire  Blackmer  our  best 
wishes,  a  pair  of  pantaloons,  and  a  half  of  bushel 
of  onions. 

"The  family  is  well  and  wish  you  to  conduct 
yourself  like  a  man  and  if  you  die,  die  valiantly 
trusting  in  the  mercy  of  God,  the  cause  is  good. 

"You  have  our  prayers  for  our  afflicted 
country  and  the  shield  of  Jehovah  for  you  and 
our  Western  army  in  the  present  emergency. 

"Mrs.  Grant  has  sent  Mr.  D.  Grant  a  pair  of 
pantaloons  and  Mrs.  Grant  is  well  and  family. 

"Encourage  the  soldiers  to  do  something 
worthy  of  the  cause  they  are  striving  for,  and 
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retrieve  the  character  of  the  Buffalo  Militia. 

In  the  greatest  haste, 

Your  affectionate  father, 

Solomon  Brown. 

"Mr.  Jackqueth’s  people  are  all  well  and  in 
good  spirits.” 

The  following  is  from  a  letter  written  by  Mrs. 
Brown  to  a  friend,  in  which  she  describes  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  her  husband’s  death: 

"One  Friday  night  he  was  taken  ill,  in  the 
morning  he  felt  his  life  was  nearing  its  end.  It 
was  covenant  meeting  that  day,  he  said  he  did 
not  think  himself  able  to  attend  Saturday  and 
Sunday  and  his  brethren  would  be  greatly  dis¬ 
appointed  if  he  did  not  meet  with  them  on  the 
Lord’s  Day,  so  he  staid  at  home.  Sunday 
morning  remained  quite  ill;  it  being  stated 
communion,  he  said  he  would  try  to  attend 
with  brethren  if  he  was  not  able  to  preach. 

"He  went  to  meeting,  preached  two  dis¬ 
courses.  In  the  after  part  of  the  day  he  spake 
with  great  fervor  of  soul  and  appeared  to  have 
the  visible  presence  of  God.  His  mind  was  so 
overcome  with  the  sense  of  the  lost  estate  of  man 
and  way  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  that  I 
thought  he  scarcely  knew  whether  he  was  in 
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the  body  or  not.  His  mind  appeared  to  be  so 
deeply  concerned  for  the  souls  of  his  people. 
He  told  the  assembly  plainly  that  his  stay  with 
them  was  short.  He  observed  'The  Master  is  just 
behind,  he  will  come  and  will  not  tarry.5  Toward 
the  latter  part  of  his  discourse  he  exclaimed, 
T  feel  like  a  dying  man,  I  feel  as  if  I  should 
live  forever.5  He  spoke  so  long  and  with  so 
much  animation  of  mind  I  feared  he  would  fall 
down  while  speaking.  After  the  sermon  I  ex¬ 
pected  he  would  ask  some  of  the  brethren  to 
return  thanks  but  he  made  the  last  prayer  him¬ 
self,  they  sang,  and  he  dismissed  the  people. 
After  this  he  spake  to  the  people  again  and  told 
them  that  his  love  for  them  was  so  great  he 
was  loath  to  leave  them.  We  had  a  few  minutes 
intermission  and  then  attended  the  communion. 
While  he  was  breaking  the  bread,  he  signified 
that  he  thought  he  should  never  break  bread  for 
them  again  and  he  never  did,  although  he 
preached  several  Sabbaths  afterwards. 

"Some  time  later,  he  rode  one  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Calkins,  Judge  Blackmer’s  and 
Brother  Harmon’s  on  business.  Coming  home 
he  grew  violently  ill  and  it  was  soon  apparent 
the  end  was  near.  Once  in  the  night  when  he 
thought  he  was  soon  going  he  appeared  to  wish 
to  inform  us  what  views  he  had  about  his  preach¬ 
ing.  He  exerted  all  the  strength  he  had  and  said, 
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'I  have  not  made  use  of  Cunning/  his  tongue 
faltered  and  I  added,  'Cunningly  devised  fables 
you  mean?’  He  answered,  'Yes,  but  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  preach  the  gospel  in  the  purity  of 
it.  After  commending  the  younger  children  to 
the  watchful  care  of  his  son,  Theron,  saying, 
'the  whole  family  must  now  devolve  upon  you/ 
he  could  say  but  little  but  appeared  to  express 
his  whole  heart  in  his  countenance,  he  continued 
to  have  his  reason  to  the  last.  He  expired  at 
seven  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  just  six  weeks 
from  the  time  he  proclaimed  his  death  warrant 
to  the  public.  Thus  he  obeyed  the  heavenly  man¬ 
date  with  pleasure  and  has  fled  forever  from  our 
sight/’ 

The  following  is  from  the  diary  of  Esquire  Black 
mer: 


"Our  beloved  Elder  Rev.  Solomon  Brown 
passed  away  July  2nd.  'The  battle’s  fought,  the 
victory  won.’ 

The  Master  did  not  tarry,  the  warrior  priest 
was  dead.  Undaunted  in  soul,  but  broken  in  body 
at  5  8  by  the  hardships  of  the  camp,  the  toil  and 
deprivation  of  the  missionary  pioneer.  Seven 
years  a  soldier  for  freedom;  twenty-four  years 
a  soldier  of  the  Cross,  he  has  done  what  he  could. 

"His  funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
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Elder  Gorton  (ancestor  of  the  Hon.  Harvey  F. 
Femington) ,  assisted  by  Elders  Sene  and  Good- 
ail,  the  latter  preaching  from  the  text,  'He 
fought  the  good  fight,  he  kept  the  Faith.’  His 
godly  memory  is  a  precious  heritage.” 


From  the  address  of  the  Hon.  Donald  McNaugh 
ton  at  the  Wheatland  centennial  in  1889: 

"Belcoda  Church  no  more  is  seen.  Its  sweet 
toned  bell  no  more  is  heard  responsive  to  the  Sex¬ 
ton’s  rope  in  the  belfry  of  its  heaven  pointing 
spire,  but  in  imagination  we  hear  its  solemn  peal 
calling  to  labor,  refreshment  or  repose,  or  telling 
that  a  soul  has  departed.  Its  godly  ministers,  the 
garments  of  the  first  one  scorched  by  the  fire 
and  stained  by  the  smoke  of  the  Revolution;  its 
first  members,  many  of  whom  were  soldiers  of 
1776  and  1812;  the  choir  with  its  bass  viol,  and 
flute  of  sweetest  notes  will  be  seen  and  heard  on 
earth  no  more,  but  the  influence  of  that  church 
is  widening  and  extending.  Every  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Rochester,  the  work  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  distant  lands,  preachers  in  a  hundred 
pulpits  attest  this.  Sons  and  grandsons  of  its  first 
members  are  eminent  in  each  profession  and  use¬ 
ful  occupation  in  every  state  in  the  Union.” 
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“The  parson,  dear  old  soldier,  sleeps 
Beside  the  flocks  he  led, 

While  the  breezes  of  the  summer 
Sigh  above  the  silent  dead, 

And  his  works  do  follow  him.” 

In  1912  descendants  of  the  Reverend  Solomon 
Brown  placed  a  memorial  window  in  the  daughter 
church  of  Mumford,  New  York,  which  bears  the 
following  inscription: 

“Reverend  Solomon  Brown 
First  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
West  of  the  Genesee  River 
Belcoda 
1813  -  1815 

Seven  years  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution 
Twenty-four  years  a  minister 
He  fought  the  good  fight,  he  kept  the  faith. 

1757  -  1815” 

The  inscription  on  the  monument  in  Belcoda 
Cemetery  reads  as  follows: 

“Rev.  Solomon  Brown,  born  January  24, 

1757,  made  a  profession  of  his  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  was  baptized  July,  1771.  Enlisted  in  the 
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Continental  Army  in  1773,  continued  until  the 
auspicious  consummation  of  our  sovereignty 
was  acknowledged.  Was  ordained  1791.  Lived 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  God,  untiring  in  his 
Christian  duties  and  died,  July  2,  1815,  express¬ 
ing  an  unshaken  confidence  alone  in  the  glorious 
atonement  of  Jesus  Christ. 

"Go,  happy  spirit  seek  that  blissful  land 

Where  zealous  Michael  leads  the  glorious  band, 

Of  those  who  fought  the  truth  blest  spirit  go 
And  perfect  all  the  good  begun  below. 

"Go  hear  applauding  saints,  delighted  tell  how 
Vanquished  falsehood  at  thy  bidding  fell, 

Blest  in  that  Heaven  whose  paths  thy  virtues 
sought 

Blest  in  that  God,  whose  cause  thou  well  has 
fought. 

"Oh,  let  thy  honored  shade  his  care  approve  * 

Who  this  memorial  rears  of  filial  love, 

A  son,  whose  father  living  was  his  guide 
A  son  who  mourns  that  such  a  father  died.” 

Reverend  Solomon  Brown  married  (first),  May 
1,  1781,  Hannah  Olmstead,  born  December  20, 
1757,  died  May  16,  1791,  in  Pawlet,  Vermont, 
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daughter  of  Stephen  and  Marcy  Olmstead  of  Mid¬ 
dletown,  Connecticut.  He  married  (second),  Octo¬ 
ber  25,  1791,  in  New  Concord,  New  York,  Sally 
Nash,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Lathrop) 
Nash.  ( See  Nash  line.) 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Stephen  Olmstead,  born  January  27,  1782; 
married  September  4,  or  6,  1804,  Hannah 
Bingham. 

(2)  Jonathan,  born  March  10,  1784,  in  Stephen- 
town,  New  York;  married,  December  21, 
1807,  Betty  Boynton. 

(3)  Solomon  Payne,  born  February  28,  1788,  in 
Canaan,  New  York,  died  in  Fort  Ann,  New 
York,  February  6,  1816;  married,  in  1811, 
Nancy  Simmons,  who  died  March  27,  1844. 

(4)  Justus  Hull,  born  September  28,  1790,  in 
Pawlet,  died  July  13,  1813. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Theron,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Hannah  Olmstead,  born  May  26,  1794,  died 
1868;  married,  in  Jay,  May  1,  1809,  Abel  Bing¬ 
ham,  a  minister  to  the  Indians,  first  at  Tona- 
wanda,  New  York,  later  at  Sioux  St.  Marie, 
Michigan. 
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(3)  Sally,  born  in  October  7,  1795,  in  Peru,  died 
August  6 ,  1800. 

(4)  Theodosia,  born  May  7,  1797,  died  September 
or  December  25,  1815. 

(5)  Theodore,  born  June  29,  1799,  in  Jay,  died 
in  1865;  married  (first),  October  30,  1822, 
Eliza  Stone  and  (second) ,  her  sister,  Malvina 
Stone,  daughters  of  the  Rev.  Ely  Stone. 

(6)  Kinner  Newcomb,  born  December  20,  1800; 
removed  to  Michigan;  married,  August  21, 
1821,  Margaret  Smith  of  Rega. 

(7)  Maria,  born  May  13,  1802,  died  April  9,  1832. 

(8)  Lucretia,  born  August  8,  1803,  died  December 
3,  1882;  married,  August  22,  1821,  Sylvester 
Harmon. 

(9)  Sarah  (Sally),  born  February  10,  1805;  mar¬ 
ried  (first),  William  Rice,  (second),  Oliver 
Marsh. 

(10)  Gorina,  born  June  7,  1806,  in  Jay,  died  Janu¬ 
ary  15,  1884;  married,  November  6,  1822,  Ira 
Harmon. 

(11)  Nancy  Statts,  born  February  24,  1808,  died 
March  27,  1844. 

(12)  Martha  Lura  Ann  Patty  Rodgers,  born  Au¬ 
gust  19,  1811,  died  January  30,  1873;  mar¬ 
ried  Harry  Griffin. 

(13)  Erastus  Gibson,  born  December  20,  1814,  in 
Wheatland,  died  December  5,  1815. 
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General  Theron  Brown,  son  of  Reverend 
Solomon  and  Sally  (Nash)  Brown,  was  born  Janu- 
ary  12,  1793,  in  Hebron,  Washington  County,  New 
York,  and  died  October  29,  18  59,  in  Wheatland. 
He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  later 
became  brigadier-general  of  the  New  York  State 
Militia.  General  Brown  was  one  of  the  outstanding 
citizens  of  his  day  and  in  every  respect  worthy  of 
his  distinguished  New  England  ancestry.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  contributors  to  the  founding  of  the 
University  of  Rochester,  which  he  later  served  as 
trustee.  He  also  served  his  community  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  many  years  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  board  of  the  Ministerial  Union. 

He  married  (first),  September  14,  1815,  in 
Wheatland,  Clarissa  Harmon,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Rawson  and  Lydia  (Murdock)  Harmon.  (See  Har¬ 
mon  line.)  He  married  (second),  January  22,  1833, 
in  Smyrna,  New  York,  Ann  Marie  Hammond,  who 
died  in  October,  1879. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Ariel  Harmon,  born  April  20,  1816,  died  in 
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Adrian,  Kansas,  February  8,  1887;  married 
Anna  Victoria  Tucker  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
who  died  in  1868,  in  Belvidere,  Illinois. 

(2)  Cynthia  Melissa,  born  May  22,  1817,  died 
December  10,  1831. 

(3)  Harriet,  born  November  27,  1818;  married 
December  9,  1841,  Lewis  Pray. 

(4)  Marie  Louise,  born  May  30,  1820;  married 
August  17,  1843,  Ebenezer  Gould  Wolcott. 

(5)  Wheeler  Melancthon  W.,  born  February  12, 
or  15,  1822,  died  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  in 
1870;  married,  in  1852,  Mrs.  Margaret  (Mc¬ 
Pherson)  Nellis,  a  physician.  She  died  in  South 
Dumfries,  Ontario,  in  1905. 

(6)  Volney  Paine,  of  whom  further. 

(7)  Daniel  Delavan  Thompkins,  born  February  14, 
1825;  married  in  1852,  Corinthia  Phelps. 

(8)  Thomas  Jefferson,  born  July  29,  1826,  died 
October  29,  1827. 

(9)  Thomas  Jefferson,  born  October  10,  1828, 
died  January  11,  1903;  married  Mary  Hulbert 
of  Belvidere,  Illinois,  and  removed  there. 

(10)  George,  born  August  15,  1830,  died  October 
27,  1833. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Chester  Hammond,  born  February  12,  1836, 
died  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  February  1,  1898;  mar- 
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ried,  January  18,  1865,  Martha  Ruhama  Higbie 
of  Penfield,  who  died  November  14,  1893,  in 
Wheatland. 

(2)  Charles  Theodore,  born  May  31,  1838,  died 
November  19,  1840. 

(3)  Charles  Theron,  born  March  30,  1841;  mar¬ 
ried,  July  3,  1861,  Martha  Hebbard  of  Clifton, 
New  York. 

(4)  Homer  Goodrich,  born  January  6,  1844,  died 
November  29,  1844. 


Volney  Paine  Brown,  son  of  General  Theron 
and  Clarissa  (Harmon)  Brown,  was  born  October 
11,  1823,  in  Wheatland  and  died  July  4,  1906,  in 
Rochester,  New  York.  He  was  a  prominent  agricul¬ 
turist,  rated  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Monroe 
County.  He  held  various  town  offices  in  Wheatland 
and  served  his  district  as  representative  in  the  State 
Legislature. 

He  married,  September  2,  1848,  in  Boonville, 
New  York,  Sarah  Rebecca  Avery,  daughter  of  Elisha 
Denison  and  Amaret  (Gridley)  Avery.  (See  Avery 
line.) 
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Children: 

(1)  Carrie  Louise,  born  September  27,  1849,  died 
February  2,  1851. 

(2)  Flarriet  Elmina,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Ruth  Ann,  born  February  4,  1854,  died 
March  10,  1854. 

(4)  Florence  Maria,  born  April  27,  1856.  She  has 
been  officially  connected  with  the  Young 
Women’s  Christian  Association  since  1896  and 
has  been  general  secretary  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  since  1907. 

(5)  Elisha  Frank,  born  May  13,  1864,  died  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1909,  in  Rochester,  at  the  home  of  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Frank  F.  Dow.  Fie  married  in 
Clarksburg,  West  Virginia,  April  12,  1898, 
Nellie  Williams,  born  October  26,  1880,  and 
died  February  7,  1907,  daughter  of  Elliott  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Adelaide  (Bailey)  Williams.  Their 
daughter,  Amoret  Flarriet,  married,  September 
7,  1920,  Abe  Irving  Frankel  of  Rochester,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 

(i)  Volney  Brown,  born  July  20,  1921. 

(ii)  Amoret  Williams,  born  May  11,  1928. 

(iii)  Donald  Dow,  born  December  3,  1929. 

FIarriet  Elmina  Brown,  daughter  of  Volney 
Paine  and  Sarah  Rebecca  (Avery)  Brown,  was  born 
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January  15,  18  52,  in  Wheatland.  She  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1877,  Frank  Fowler  Dow,  son  of  Benja¬ 
min  Franklin  and  Caroline  Matilda  (Capron)  Dow. 
(See  Dow  line.) 

Mrs.  Dow  has  long  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
civic  and  social  life  of  Rochester  and  is  especially  in¬ 
terested  in  the  work  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution.  She  has  served  the  local  Irondequoit 
Chapter  as  an  officer  for  more  than  thirty-one  years 
and  eleven  years  of  this  period,  1908-1919,  held  the 
office  of  Regent  of  the  Chapter  and  is  still  one  of 
its  directors.  She  is  also  forum  chaplain  of  the  State 
Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  served  as  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Women’s  Educational  and  Industrial 
Union  of  Rochester.  Mrs.  Dow  is  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants  through  descent 
from  Stephen  Hopkins,  member  and  Regent  of  the 
local  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  1812,  through 
descent  from  General  Theron  Brown,  member  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  America,  through  descent  from 
Captain  James  Avery  of  Stonington,  Connecticut, 
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member  of  the  Society  of  Founders  and  Patriots  of 
America  through  the  Brown  and  Avery  lines,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Rochester  Chapter  of  New  England 
Women,  which  she  has  served  as  chaplain  and  Na¬ 
tional  Director,  member  of  the  First  Crusade,  the 
Travelers  Club,  the  Morgan  Chapter  of  the  New 
York  State  Archaelogical  Association  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hokkoreoth  Reading  Club.  She  was  the 
first  woman  commissioner  of  Mount  Fiope  Cemetery 
of  Rochester. 

Mrs.  Dow  shared  her  husband’s  interest  in  church 
work  and  was  a  teacher  for  over  twenty-five  years 
of  the  Dow-Wright  Bible  Class  for  Young  Women 
at  the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church  in  Rochester.  She 
resides  at  429  Park  Avenue,  Rochester,  and  at  her 
summer  home,  "Brown  Ffill,”  built  by  her  grand¬ 
father  in  Mumford,  New  York,  where  the  Brown 
family  settled  in  1813. 
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Arms:  Gules,  a  fesse  between  three  bezants. 

Crest:  Two  lions’  gambs  or,  supporting  a  bezant. 


(Matthew’s:  “American  Armoury  and  Blue  Book.”) 


AVERY 


The  origin  of  this  surname  has  caused  much  dis¬ 
cussion  and  several  versions  of  its  derivation  have 
been  advanced  by  various  authorities.  One  is  that 
it  comes  from  Avarius,  a  keeper  of  birds,  as  "avyries 
of  sparrows,  hawks,  falcons,  eagles  and  herons”  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Forest  Charter.  Another,  that  it  is 
from  Avery,  in  ancient  times  a  place  where  forage 
for  the  King’s  horses  was  kept.  Still  another  possible 
source  is  Averum,  derived  from  the  French  "avoir,” 
to  have  or  to  hold.  Alan y  incline  to  the  opinion  of 
Barber,  who  states,  in  his  "British  Family  Names” 
that  Avery,  Every  and  Ivory  are  derived  from  Ivry, 
a  locality  in  Normandy.  The  name  is  spelled  in  va¬ 
rious  ways  such  as  Avery,  Avrey,  Auvrey,  Averey, 
Auvray,  Auery,  Averie,  Avyrie,  Averye,  Avaray  and 
Avere.  The  letters  V  and  U  were  used  interchange¬ 
ably  until  about  1600.  The  letter  E  has  also  been 

used  for  the  A  in  nearly  all  forms,  as  Every  and 
Everie. 

The  "Nobiliare  de  Normandy”  by  De  Magny 
gives  an  account  of  a  family  of  Auvrays  of  Avranches 
and  also  of  the  Aurays  of  the  same  place.  These 
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families  bore  the  same  arms,  "A  lozenge  of  gold  and 
azure.”  The  Aurays  originated  in  the  town  of 
Auray  in  Brittany,  where  they  were  illustrious  be¬ 
fore  the  time  of  the  Conqueror.  According  to  Nor¬ 
man  history,  members  of  the  family  accompanied 
William  the  Conqueror  into  England  in  1066  and 
took  part  in  the  Battle  of  Auray  in  1364.  The 
Aurays  also  played  an  important  part  in  the  history 
of  France  and  were  honored  with  many  titles  and 
emoluments.  The  Avarays  were  prominent  in  Bearn 
during  the  13  th  century  and  members  of  this  family 
served  Louis  X  and  Philip  the  Good.  Claude- Antoine 
Avary,  born  in  1740,  died  in  1829,  served  as  deputy 
to  the  States  General  from  Orleans  in  1789  and  de¬ 
fended  the  monarchy.  He  was  obliged  to  emigrate 
but  returned  after  the  revolution  and  on  the  acces¬ 
sion  of  Louis  XVIII  received  high  honors  and  a  fine 
estate  for  his  services  to  the  crown. 

The  first  mention  of  the  name  Avere  in  England 
is  found  on  pages  45  and  46  in  the  Domesday  Book. 
Since  the  twelfth  century  Averys  have  been  numer¬ 
ous  in  the  south  and  southwestern  counties  of  Eng- 
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land,  where  old  church  and  court  records  abound 
with  references  to  them.  In  America  their  descend¬ 
ants  have  given  the  name  a  conspicuous  place  in  early 
Colonial  history. 

Christopher  Avery,  emigrant  ancestor,  was 
born  in  England  about  1590  and  died  March  9, 
1679,  in  New  London,  Connecticut.  He  was  a 
weaver  of  Ipplepen,  England.  He  left  England  for 
America  either  in  the  Arbella  with  Governor  Win- 
throp,  landing  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  June  12, 
1630,  or  in  the  ship  which  sailed  a  year  later,  with 
the  younger  Winthrop.  In  either  event,  he  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  only  son,  James,  leaving  his  wife, 
Margery  in  England.  Christopher  Avery  settled  first 
in  Cape  Ann,  now  Gloucester,  where  he  soon  became 
a  man  of  importance.  He  was  sworn  in  as  constable, 
October  28,  1647,  made  a  freeman,  April  29,  1652, 
and  elected  clerk  of  the  band  and  of  the  market  of 
Gloucester  on  the  same  date.  About  1655  he  left 
Gloucester  for  Boston  where  he  was  admitted  as  an 
inhabitant  on  May  30  of  that  year.  He  sold  his 
Gloucester  property  and  on  March  18,  1659,  paid 


AVERY 


John  and  Luce  Saniuell  forty  pounds  for  a  home  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  section,  which  today  is  the  business  cen¬ 
ter  of  Boston.  The  lot  which  was  twenty-six  by 
forty-six  feet  is  today  the  center  of  the  post  office 
building  facing  Devonshire  Street.  The  famous 
spring  now  preserved  under  the  post  office  building 
and  from  which  Spring  Lane  is  named,  was  near 
Christopher  Avery  s  home.  He  sold  his  property  on 
March.  22,  1 6 (> 3 ,  to  Ambrose  Day  for  the  same  price. 
The  property  is  described  as  follows: 


"The  one  moyty  or  halfe  part  of  theire  dwell¬ 
ing  house  scittuate  and  being  in  Boston  aforesaid 
videljzt  the  North  end  thereof  conteyning  one 
Under  roome  a  chamber  ouer  the  same  and  a 
vane  roofe  ouer  that  wth.  a  seller  vnder  sajd 
Roome  according  as  is  marked  and  layd  out  by 
Leftennant  Richard  Cooke  and  Peter  Oliuer  wth 
all  the  Chimneys  belonging  to  the  North  end  of 
sajd  house  so  farre  as  by  the  sajd  Cooke  and 
Oliuer  is  marked  out  with  so  much  of  the  Leanto 
as  extends  to  the  sajd  dividing  marke  of  the  sajd 
chimneys  wth  the  Ground  on  sajd  North  end  of 
the  sajd  house  also  the  Ground  on  both  sides  the 
sajd  house  to  extend  so  farre  vpon  a  square  from 
the  sajd  North  end  as  the  sajd  dividing  marke 
of  the  sajd  chimneys  which  Ground  was  likewise 
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lajd  out  by  the  sajd  Cooke  &  oliuer  which  ground 
so  marked  out  as  aforesaid  for  the  sajd  Avery 
is  bounded  &  fronts  next  the  streete  west  like¬ 
wise  bounded  with  the  land  of  Mathew  Coy 
north  wth  the  orchard  of  Henry  Bridgeham  east 
and  wth  the  reside w  or  rest  of  the  land  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  other  half  of  the  sajd  house  remayn- 
mg  in  the  hands  and  possession  of  them  the  sajd 
John  Samuell  and  Luce  his  sajd  wife  South  which 
sajd  house  with  the  appurtenances  they  the  sajd 
John  Samuell  and  Luce  his  sajd  wife  purchased 
of  Captaine  James  Johnson  as  in  the  deede  by 
the  sajd  Johnson  vnto  them  sealed  bearing  date 
the  thirtieth  day  of  January  in  the  yeare  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  sixe  hundred  fiffty  sixe 
appeareth.” 

(Suffolk  Deeds,  3:214.) 

Soon  after  disposing  of  his  Boston  home  Christo- 
pher  Avery  joined  his  son  James,  who  had  gone  to 
assist  in  the  settlement  of  Pequot,  now  New  London, 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  made  a  freeman,  Octo¬ 
ber  14,  1669.  A  Bible,  known  as  the  Breeches  Bible, 
which  Christopher  Avery  brought  from  England  is 
still  in  possession  of  the  family. 

Christopher  Avery  married,  August  26,  1616,  in 
Exeter  Cathedral  in  Ipplepen,  Margery  Stephens  of 
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Abbotts  Kerswell,  England.  She  died  in  1643  in 
Brixham,  England. 

Child: 

(1)  James,  of  whom  further. 

Captain  James  Avery,  son  of  Christopher  and 
Margery  (Stephens)  Avery  was  born  in  1620,  in 
Ipplepen  and  died  April  18,  1700,  in  Groton,  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  was  known  as  the  founder  of  the 
Groton  Clan  of  Averys.  He  came  to  America  with 
his  father  and  settled  with  him  in  Gloucester,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  twenty  years.  He  was  indus¬ 
trious  and  ambitious  and  while  still  a  young  man  was 
listed  as  a  land  owner  in  Gloucester,  as  shown  by  the 
town  books  of  the  years  1645,  1647,  1651  and 
1653.  He  took  the  oath  of  freeman  January  11, 
1645,  in  Salem. 

James  Avery  was  one  of  the  pioneers  seeking 
homes  in  the  new  settlement  of  Pequot  for  which 
grants  were  made  October  19,  1650.  He  sold  his 
property  in  Gloucester  to  his  father  and  in  1651 
settled  permanently  in  Pequot.  In  1653,  he  was 
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granted  a  farm  in  South  Groton  and  in  1656  built 
and  occupied  the  ''Hive  of  the  Averys”  at  the  head 
of  the  Poquonock  Plain,  located  in  the  present  town 
of  Groton,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  River  Thames. 
This  fine  old  homestead,  built  from  material  of  the 
old  Blinman  Church  edifice  in  New  London,  the 
"unadorned  church  and  watch  tower  of  the  wilder¬ 
ness”  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Avery  family  until 
it  was  destroyed  by  fire  caused  by  a  spark  from  a 
passing  locomotive,  July  20,  1894.  The  owner  of 
the  property,  James  Denison  Avery,  then  deeded  the 
site  to  the  Avery  Memorial  Association  and  a  granite 
shaft  was  erected  in  what  is  now  known  as  Avery 
Memorial  Park.  The  monument,  surmounted  by  a 
bronze  bust  representing  the  builder  of  the  "Old 
Hive,”  was  dedicated  July  20,  1900. 

James  Avery  soon  became  recognized  as  a  leader 
in  Pequot.  He  took  part  in  several  Indian  campaigns 
and  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  and  later  to  captain. 
On  March  20,  1675,  Captains  Avery  and  Denison 
marched  a  band  of  volunteers  from  Norwich  against 
the  Narragansetts  and  before  their  return  on  April 
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5,  killed  and  captured  forty-four  Indians.  Among 
the  captives  was  the  chief  of  the  Narragansetts, 
Canonchet,  wnose  capture  broke  the  backbone  of  the 
war.  This  feat,  mainly  credited  to  Captain  Avery, 
is  listed  by  historians  as  "one  of  the  greatest  exploits 
of  the  war.55  In  every  chronicle  of  the  campaigns 
against  the  Indians,  full  credit  is  given  to  Captain 
Avery  for  his  remarkable  valor  and  achievements 
and  his  ability  as  a  leader  at  a  time  when  leadership 
was  sorely  needed.  On  November  25,  1675,  Captain 
Avery  was  appointed  fifth  in  command  of  the 
United  Army  which  was  sent  by  the  Colonists 
against  King  Philip.  He  led  a  series  of  forays  into 
Indian  territory  from  New  London  County  and  con¬ 
tributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  favorable  outcome 
of  the  war. 

In  civilian  affairs  Captain  James  Avery  was  no 
less  prominent.  A  writer  of  that  time  states  that 
"among  the  few  determined  men  who  responded  and 
served  through  1689,  (when  Connecticut  called  a 
general  Court  after  the  accession  of  William  and 
Mary)  was  James  Avery,  who  represented  New 
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London  as  deputy  to  the  Court  from  1659  to  1689, 
almost  continuously.  During  these  years  the  Indians 
were  defeated  or  pacified  and  Connecticut’s  strong 
foundations  were  well  laid,  one  of  the  master  work¬ 
men  being  James  Avery.”  Records  of  the  town  of 
Groton  abound  with  references  to  him,  as  an  ap¬ 
pointee  to  committees  in  connection  with  the  levying 
of  taxes,  laying  out  boundary  lines  and  other  town 
matters  of  importance.  He  was  a  commissioner  of 
the  General  Court  in  New  London,  May  17,  1660, 
and  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  Hartford,  May 
11,  1665.  On  May  10,  1666,  "it  was  ordered  that 
each  County  Court  shall  consist  of  one  assistant  and 
two  comrs  to  be  the  judges  thereof.”  The  records 
of  the  County  Court  and  General  Court,  now  at 
Norwich,  show  that  Captain  James  Avery  served 
almost  continuously  as  one  of  the  judges. 

Captain  Avery  was  also  a  leader  in  the  church. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  church  of  New  London, 
October  5,  1670,  and  immediately  became  influential 
in  its  councils.  In  1678,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  movement  to  establish  a  church  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Thames  River,  but  not  until  1702,  after  his 
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death,  did  this  church  become  an  accomplished  fact. 
His  unremitting  efforts  towards  this  end,  however, 
have  led  him  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  First  Church  of  Groton. 

He  married,  (first),  November  10,  1643,  in 
Boston,  Joanna  Greenslade,  daughter  of  Edward 
Greenslade  of  Boston.  She  died  after  1693.  He 
married,  (second),  July  4,  1698,  Abigail,  widow  of 
Joshua  Holmes. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Hannah,  born  October  11,  1644,  in  Gloucester. 

(2)  James,  born  December  16,  1646,  in  Gloucester. 

(3)  Mary,  born  February  29,  1648,  in  Gloucester. 

(4)  Thomas,  born  May  6,  1651,  in  New  London. 

(5)  John,  of  whom  further. 

(6)  Rebecca,  born  October  6,  1656,  in  New 
London. 

(7)  Jonathan,  born  January  5,  1658,  in  New 
London. 

(8)  Christopher,  born  April  30,  1661,  in  New 
London,  where  he  died,  December  8,  1683. 
Unmarried. 

(9)  Samuel,  born  August  14,  1664,  in  New 

London. 
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Captain  John  Avery,  son  of  Captain  James  and 
Joanna  (Greenslade)  Avery,  was  born  February  10, 
1654,  in  New  London.  There  is  no  record  of  the 
date  of  his  death,  which  was  later  than  April  17, 
1724,  as  on  that  date  he  deeded  land  to  his  son, 
Nathaniel.  He  was  a  large  land  owner  in  his  own, 
as  well  as  in  several  adjoining  towns.  He  was  made 
freeman  of  New  London  on  May  12,  1681.  On 
February  16,  1688,  James  Avery  gave  "out  of  love” 
to  his  son,  John,  land  which  he  owned  at  the  head 
of  "Poqeuannock  Plain,”  also  the  land  "he  had  of 
Jacob  Waterhouse,”  as  well  as  "all  the  meadow  land 
that  was  William  Meakers.”  In  the  General  Court 
Records  of  May  12,  1692,  on  file  in  Hartford  the 
following  is  found: 


"This  Court  doe  not  sea  reason  to  confirm 
those  nominated  for  officers  on  the  east  side  of 
the  riuer  of  New  London,  at  present,  but  doe 
appoynt  Capt.  James  Aurey  to  be  Captn  of  sayd 
Company,  and  James  Morgan  Lnt,  and  John 
Aurey  to  be  Ensign  of  sayd  Company  untill  the 
Honoured  Major  Generali  and  Mr.  Witherell 
shall  see  cause  to  lead  them  to  a  new  choyse  of 

officers.  (Conn.  Col.  Rec.,  4:74) 
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The  following  record  of  the  General  Court,  Hart¬ 
ford,  May  11,  1693,  is  also  on  file: 

"Thomas  Aurey  is  appoued  to  be  Captn  of 
the  traine  band  of  blew  London  on  the  east  side 
of  the  riuer,  and  John  Morgan,  Lnt.,  and  John 
Aurey  Ensigne,  of  sayd  Company  and  are  to  be 
commissionated  accordingly.” 

(Conn.  Col.  Rec.,  4:94) 

In  1700  Captain  John  Avery  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  and 
on  May  10,  1705,  the  General  Court  confirmed  him 
in  possession  of  lands  in  that  town.  His  name  is  found 
on  the  list  of  inhabitants  of  Groton  in  1708  and 
1712.  He  is  listed  as  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Groton,  November  22,  1727. 

Captain  John  Avery  also  acquitted  himself  with 
honor  in  the  Indian  W ars  and  for  his  services  was 
allotted  land  in  Voluntown. 

He  married,  November  29,  1675,  in  Stonington, 
Connecticut,  Abigail  Chesebrough,  daughter  of  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Abigail  Chesebrough  of  that  place.  She  was 
born  in  Stonington,  September  30,  1656. 
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Children: 

(1)  Abigail,  born  January  15,  1677,  in  New  Lon¬ 
don;  where  she  died  July  18,  1677. 

(2)  Abigail,  born  January  18,  1679. 

(3)  Mary,  baptized  November  14,  1680. 

(4)  John,  baptized  April  1,  1683. 

(5)  Nathaniel,  baptized  June  19,  1692. 

(6)  Joseph,  baptized  June  19,  1692. 

(7)  William,  (twin),  baptized  June  19,  1692. 

(8)  Anna,  (twin),  baptized  June  19,  1692. 

(9)  Elisha,  of  whom  further. 

(10)  Desire,  baptized  May  9,  1 697,  in  New  London. 

(11)  Daniel,  baptized  November  5,  1699,  in  New 
London. 

(12)  Thomas,  may  have  been  baptized  in  church  on 
east  side  of  the  river,  which  early  records  have 
been  lost. 

Elisha  Avery,  son  o£  Captain  John  and  Abigail 
(Chesebrough)  Avery,  was  baptized  May  9,  1697, 
in  the  First  Church  of  New  London,  and  died  as  a 
result  of  an  accident  July  14,  1726,  in  Stonington. 
Church  records  of  the  First  Church  of  Stonington 
list  him  as  a  member,  May  30,  1716. 


— 
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Elisha  Avery  married  November  3,  1714,  in  Ston- 
ington,  Elizabeth  Babcock,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Dorothy  (Key)  Babcock.  She  was  born  in  Stoning- 
ton,  January  29,  1698. 

Children: 

(1)  Joseph  Babcock,  born  December  19,  1715,  in 
Stonington,  died  abroad  in  1746.  In  his  will 
probated  in  Canterbury,  England,  that  year,  he 
calls  himself  a  mariner. 

(2)  Elisha,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Abigail,  born  July  26,  1720,  married  William 
Avery. 

(4)  Samuel,  born  December  8,  1723,  in  Stonington, 
where  he  died  in  1752.  His  estate  was  divided 
March  10,  1752,  between  Elisha  and  Abigail, 
the  only  surviving  brother  and  sister. 

(5)  Elizabeth,  born  March  25,  1725,  in  Stoning¬ 
ton,  married  Jacob  Avery,  died  before  March 
10,  1752. 

Elisha  Avery,  son  of  Elisha  and  Elizabeth 
(Babcock)  Avery,  was  born  March  30,  1717,  in 
Stonington,  and  died  about  1755,  in  New  York 
State.  He  was  the  first  of  the  Groton  Clan  of  Averys 
to  leave  Connecticut  for  New  York. 
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Elisha  Avery  married,  January  20,  1742,  in  Ston- 
ington,  Rebecca  Miner,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Brown)  Miner,  and  sister  of  Anna  Miner, 
who  married  John  Avery.  She  was  born  August  18, 
1720,  in  Stonington. 

Children: 

(1)  Elisha,  born  January  7,  1743,  in  Stonington. 

(2)  Joseph,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Rebecca,  born  September  20,  1732. 

(4)  Samuel,  born  March  20,  1753. 

Joseph  Avery,  son  of  Elisha  and  Rebecca 
(Miner)  Avery,  was  born  April  13,  1747,  in  Ston¬ 
ington,  and  died  March  3,  1814,  in  Tyringham, 
Massachusetts.  He  was  a  noted  minister  and  traveled 
through  New  York  under  the  auspices  of  the  Berk¬ 
shire  Missionary  Society.  He  founded  several 
churches,  one  of  which,  in  Bloomfield,  New  York, 
has  celebrated  its  100th  anniversary.  Many  of  his 
diaries  are  extant  and  an  account  of  his  missionary 
labors  in  New  York  State  has  been  published  by  the 
Historical  Society  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  held 
pastorates  in  Sag  Harbor,  New  York,  and  for  eighteen 
years  in  Tyringham. 
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Joseph  Avery  married,  May  31,  1772,  in  Amenia, 
New  York,  Deborah  King,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Mead)  King  of  Nine  Partners,  New  York, 
where  she  was  born,  December  9,  1750.  She  died  June 
20,  1830,  in  Bergen,  New  York. 

Children: 

(1)  Samuel,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Elisha,  born  July  25,  1775,  in  New  London, 
died  December  17,  1795,  in  Tyringham. 

(3)  Rebecca,  born  April  14,  1779,  in  New  London. 

(4)  Betsey,  born  May  10,  1782,  in  Alford,  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

(5)  Sally,  born  September  13,  1784,  in  Alford. 

(6)  Ansey,  born  October  16,  1788,  in  Alford,  died 
March  29,  1850,  in  Barre,  New  York.  Un¬ 
married. 

(7)  Joseph  Babcock,  born  September  14,  1791,  in 
Tyringham. 

(8)  Polly,  born  July  20,  1794,  in  Tyringham. 

Samuel  Avery,  son  of  Joseph  and  Deborah 
(King)  Avery,  was  born  March  30,  1773,  in  Sag 
Harbor,  New  York,  and  died  April  2  5,  1849,  in  Lis¬ 
bon,  Illinois.  He  was  a  farmer  in  Westmoreland  and 
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Verona,  New  York,  and  later  removed  to  Verona, 
Illinois. 

Samuel  Avery  married,  February  11,  1796,  in 
Tyringham,  Rebecca  Langdon,  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Rebecca  (Porter)  Langdon.  She  was  born 
August  28,  1773,  in  Tyringham,  and  died  October 
12,  18  50,  in  Lisbon. 

Children: 

(1)  Elisha  Denison,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Laura,  born  October  5,  1798,  in  Westmore¬ 
land. 

(3)  John  Porter,  born  September  22,  1800,  in 
Westmoreland,  died  February  26,  1818,  in 
Verona. 

(4)  Millicent,  born  February  26,  1802,  in  Verona. 

(5)  Mira,  born  November  28,  1805,  in  Verona, 
died  young. 

(6)  Elmina,  born  October  17,  1807,  in  Verona. 

(7)  Samuel  King,  born  June  9,  1810,  in  Verona. 

(8)  Mira  Melvina,  born  November  23,  1812,  in 
Verona. 


Elisha  Denison  Avery,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Langdon)  Avery,  was  born  December  14, 


AVERY 


1796,  in  Westmoreland,  and  died,  July  30,  1832,  in 
Bergen,  New  York.  He  was  a  farmer. 

He  married,  May  7,  1827,  in  Chili,  New  York, 
Amaret  Gridley,  daughter  of  Judah  and  Sarah 
(Beach)  Gridley.  (See  Gridley  line.) 

Children: 

(1)  Sarah  Rebecca,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Chauncey  Porter,  born  November  13,  1830. 

Sarah  Rebecca  Avery,  daughter  of  Elisha  Den¬ 
ison  and  Amaret  (Gridley)  Avery,  was  born  March 
18,  1828,  in  Bergen,  and  died,  January  16,  1899,  in 
Rochester,  New  York.  She  married,  September  2, 
1848,  in  Boonville,  New  York,  Volney  Paine  Brown, 
son  of  General  Theron  and  Clarissa  (Harmon) 
Brown.  ( See  Brown  line.) 


Jf^nrnwn 


Arms:  Argent,  a  fesse  or  between  four  castles  sable. 


(Bolton :  “American  Armory.”) 


HARMON 


There  are  many  variations  of  the  surname  Har¬ 
mon,  such  as  Harman,  Harmin,  Herman,  Hermon, 
Hermann,  Herrman,  Herrmann  and  Heartman.  The 
last  variation  designates  a  man  of  heart  and  courage 
and  Herman  literally  translated,  a  soldier. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  Lower’s,  "Patro- 
nymica  Britannica”:  "Herman  was  the  marching 
Mercury  of  the  old  Germans.  'Irman,  Armin,  Eor- 
man,  Hermann,’  says  Professor  Donaldson,  'is  the 
oldest  deity  of  our  race.  He  combines  the  functions 
of  the  two  later  deities,  Tiv,  or  Ziv,  or  Ziu,  corre¬ 
sponding  to  Mars,  and  Woe! an,  corresponding  to 
Mercury;  and  therefore  claims  as  his  own  both  the 
third  and  fourth  days  of  the  week.  He  is  the  Er  or 
Eor  of  the  Scythic  tribes,  and  the  Ares  of  the  Greeks. 
He  appears  equally  in  that  heroic  Arminius  of  the 
Low  Germans,  and  in  the  heroic  Herminus  of  Roman 
fable.’  Cambridge  Essays,  18  56,  p.  68.” 

The  name  Harmon  is  of  great  antiquity  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  was  first  brought  into  prominence  in  1 673 
by  Sir  John  Harmon,  who  was  an  admiral  in  the 
British  Navy  during  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  Sir  John 
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distinguished  himself  in  several  naval  engagements 
against  the  Dutch  and  frequent  mention  of  him  is 
found  in  Pepys’  Diary. 

Francis  Harmon,  first  of  the  name  of  whom 
record  is  found  in  America,  arrived  in  Boston  July 
13,  1635.  He  sailed  from  England  in  the  ship 
"Love,”  and  was  accompanied  by  his  son,  John,  aged 
seventeen  and  his  daughter,  Sarah,  aged  ten.  The 
name  of  his  wife  is  unknown. 

Children: 

(1)  John,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Sarah,  born  about  1625. 

John  Harmon,  son  of  Francis  Harmon,  was 
born  in  England  about  1 6 1 7  and  died  in  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  March  7,  1661.  According  to  a  fam¬ 
ily  tradition  John  Harmon  settled  first  in  York, 
Maine,  and  a  sword  carried  by  him  hangs  over  the 
fireplace  in  York  Jail  Museum. 

John  Harmon  came  to  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
about  1643-44,  and  received  grants  of  land  in  1649, 
1651,  1654  and  165  5.  He  was  made  a  surveyor  of 
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highways,  November  2,  1651,  and  fence  viewer  in 
1653.  He  married  in  England  in  1640,  Elizabeth, 
surname  unknown.  She  was  born  in  England  in 
1617  and  died  in  Springfield,  May  16,  1699.  She 
married  (second),  Anthony  Dorchester. 

Children: 

(1)  John,  died  in  Suffield,  Connecticut,  September 
7,  1677;  married,  January  7,  1668,  Mary  Dor¬ 
chester. 

(2)  Samuel,  unmarried;  died  in  Springfield,  Sep¬ 
tember  7,  1677. 

(3)  Sarah,  born  September  22,  1644;  married,  in 
1661,  Charles  or  John  Ferry. 

(4)  Joseph,  born  January  4,  1647;  married  Han¬ 
nah  Philly. 

(5)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1649,  died  young. 

(6)  Mary,  born  November  12,  1651;  married  John 
Dorchester. 

(7)  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further. 

(8)  Ebenezer,  born  August  12,  1657,  died  in 
1660-61. 

Nathaniel  Harmon,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Harmon,  was  born  in  Springfield,  March  13,  1653-4, 
and  died  in  Suffield,  Connecticut,  May  2,  1712.  He 
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and  his  brothers,  Samuel  and  Joseph,  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Suffield.  They  were  associated 
with  Major  Pynchon,  son  of  William  Pynchon, 
founder  of  Springfield,  in  fur  trading  and  owned 
property  in  Suffield.  Nathaniel  Harmon  held  sev¬ 
eral  town  offices  in  Suffield.  He  was  fence  viewer  and 
tithing  man  and  later  also  served  as  constable.  His 
house  lot  was  on  High  Street  and  he  owned  a  farm 
on  the  Northampton  Road. 

Nathaniel  Harmon  married,  November  19,  168  5, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Filley)  Skin¬ 
ner.  She  was  born  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1667,  died  in  Suffield,  September  7-17, 
1730. 

Children,  all  born  in  Suffield: 

(1)  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Ebenezer,  born  March  21,  1688-9,  died  in 
Suffield,  July  11,  1689. 

(3)  Mary,  born  July  14,  1692;  married,  April  1, 
1714,  James  Barlow. 

(4)  Elizabeth,  born  December  29,  1694;  married 
(first)  intentions  published  December  2,  1749, 
Thomas  Dewey;  (second),  David  Loomis,  Jr., 
of  Windsor. 
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(5)  Ann,  born  March  23,  1696-7;  married,  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1731-2,  William  Judd. 

(6)  Samuel,  born  August  15,  1699,  died  October 

5,  1790;  married,  April  28,  1723,  Deborah 
Winchell. 

(7)  Sarah,  born  January  2,  1701-2;  married,  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  1729,  Joshua  Lyman. 

(8)  Ruth,  born  November  24,  1704;  married, 
February  9,  1731-2,  Elias  Alexander. 

(9)  John,  born  August  29,  1708,  died  April  25, 

1786;  married,  November  11,  1736,  Mary 
Austin. 

(10)  Benjamin,  born  May  17,  1711,  died  December 

3,  1795;  married,  August  9,  1739,  Hannah 
Jaques. 


Nathaniel  Harmon,  Jr.,  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Mary  (Skinner)  Harmon,  was  born  January  15, 
1687,  in  Suffield,  where  he  died  October  16, 
1763.  He  was  surveyor  of  highways  for  the  town 
of  Suffield  in  1734-5,  and  assessor  in  1742-3. 

He  married,  August  24,  1710,  Esther,  daughter 
of  Anthony  and  Esther  (Huggins)  Austin.  She  was 

born  in  Suffield,  January  11,  1686-7,  where  she  died 
May  20,  1761. 
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Children,  all  born  in  Suffield: 

(1)  Joel,  born  July  31,  1711,  died  October  20, 
1718. 

(2)  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Reuben,  born  February  18,  1715,  died 

September  6,  1794;  married,  August  23,  1739, 
Eunice  Parsons. 

(4)  Mary,  born  October  25,  1717,  died  December 
22,  1806;  married,  September  30,  1737,  Daniel 
Sheldon. 

(0  Jod>  born  August  23,  1719,  died  February  28, 
1818.  Fie  married  (first),  June  8,  1744,  Re¬ 
becca  Phelps,  who  died  March  2,  1761;  (sec¬ 
ond),  December  9,  1762,  Sarah  Granger. 

(6)  Simeon,  born  July  1,  1721,  died  in  1803;  mar¬ 
ried,  March  18,  1744-5,  Mercy  Spencer. 

(7)  Ruth,  born  June  7,  1723,  died  March  8,  1724. 

(8)  Asahel,  born  August  6,  1726;  married,  July 
18,  1751,  Mary  Parsons. 

(9)  Nehemiah,  born  April  17,  1728,  died  in  1806; 
married,  August  31,  1749,  Abigail  Norton. 

Deacon  Nathaniel  Harmon,  son  of 
Nathaniel,  Jr.,  and  Esther  (Austin)  Harmon,  was 
born  in  Suflield,  July  31,  1713,  and  died  in  Benning¬ 
ton,  Vermont,  in  November,  1792.  He  lived  in  Suf¬ 
field,  later  in  New  Marlborough,  Massachusetts,  and 
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in  1 765,  purchased  a  farm  in  Bennington.  All  his 
sons  fought  in  the  Battle  of  Bennington  and  he, 
being  too  old  to  participate,  assisted  in  caring  for 
the  wounded  and  burying  the  dead. 

Deacon  Nathaniel  Harmon  married,  in  Sunder¬ 
land,  Massachusetts,  December  6,  1736-37,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Allis) 
Bridgman.  She  was  born  in  Hatfield,  Massachusetts, 
November  7,  1714,  and  died  in  Bennington,  Octo¬ 
ber  9,  1798. 

Children: 

(1)  Anan,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Caleb,  born  in  Suffield,  February  10,  1740; 
married  Sybil  Towsley. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Suffield,  December  16, 
1741,  died  there  January,  1744. 

(4)  Joshua,  born  in  Suffield,  February  29,  1743-4, 
died  January  10,  1812;  married  (first),  in 
1770,  Sarah  Fisk,  who  died  in  1786;  (second)  , 
March  12,  1789,  Mary  Beeman. 

(5)  Silas,  born  in  Suffield,  January  25,  1745-6, 
died  February  24,  1818. 

(6)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Suffield,  December  28, 
1747;  married,  December  30,  1784,  Benjamin 
Cornish. 
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(7)  Lydia,  born  in  Suffield,  May  7,  1750. 

(8)  Elijah,  born  in  New  Marlborough,  October 
31,  1751,  died  May  9,  1830;  married,  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1782,  Rebecca  Clark. 

(9)  Gais  or  Gaius,  born  in  New  Marlborough, 
March  7,  1754,  died  January  19,  1845;  mar¬ 
ried,  probably  in  1782,  Mary  Parsons. 

(10)  Nathaniel,  born  in  New  Marlborough,  August 
24,  1756,  died  April  5,  1824;  married,  May 
10,  1781,  Abial  Fitch. 

(11)  Orlando,  born  June  30,  1759,  died  May  9, 
1771. 

Anan  Harmon,  son  of  Deacon  Nathaniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Bridgman)  Harmon,  was  born  in  Suffield, 
October  3,  1738,  and  died  in  New  Marlborough, 
May  14,  1802.  The  following  is  his  record  in  the 
Revolutionary  War: 

Private,  Capt.  John  Collar’s  Co.,  Col.  John 
Ashley’s  Regt.;  enlisted  October  14,  1780,  dis¬ 
charged  October  16,  1780;  service  6  days,  in¬ 
cluding  travel  (3  days)  home;  company  ordered 
out  by  Gen.  Fellows  on  an  alarm  in  Berkshire; 
also  Capt.  Daniel  Taylor’s  Co.,  Lieut.  Col.  John 
Collar’s  (Berkshire  Co.)  regt.;  enlisted  October 
13,  1781,  discharged  October  20,  1781;  service 
12  days;  including  4  days  (84  miles)  travel 
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home;  company  marched  by  order  of  Col.  John 

Ashley,  Jr.,  on  an  alarm  at  the  Northward. 

According  to  a  family  tradition  he  was  with  Bene¬ 
dict  Arnold  in  Canada,  and  suffered  injuries  from 
hardships  of  that  campaign  from  which  he  never 
fully  recovered. 

He  married,  about  1762,  Sarah  Rawson,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Lydia  (Chadwick-Green)  Rawson. 
She  was  born  September  25,  1745,  and  died  in 
Wheatland,  New  York,  August  22,  182  5. 

Children,  all  born  in  New  Marlborough: 

(1)  Samuel,  born  January  8,  1763,  died  in  New 
Marlborough. 

(2)  Rawson,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Persis,  born  March  17,  1768,  died  February 
19,  1812;  married  (intentions  published  June 
28,  1800)  Josiah  Brewer. 

(4)  Anan,  bom  September  5,  1774,  died  January 
22,  1856;  married,  December  13,  1797,  Try- 
phena  Harmon. 

(5)  Sarah,  born  October  4,  1777,  died  October  20, 
1817. 
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(6)  Cynthia,  born  March  10,  1784,  died  August 
27,  1857;  married,  April  5,  1824,  John  A. 
Harper. 

(7)  Samuel,  born  July  2,  1786,  died  April  26, 
1834;  married  (first),  December  28,  1814, 
Ruth  Watson,  who  died  May  5,  1817;  (sec¬ 
ond),  in  1818,  Clarissa  Adams. 

(8)  Nathaniel,  born  December  19,  1790,  died  May 
3,  1881;  married  (first),  October  26,  1814, 
Sarah  P.  Leet,  who  died  November  6,  1850; 
(second),  April  29,  1856,  Sylvina  T.  (Stock- 
well)  Marks. 


Rawson  Harmon,  son  of  Anan  and  Sarah  (Raw- 
son)  Harmon,  was  born  in  New  Marlborough,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1764,  and  died  in  Rega,  New  York,  June 
^  18  50.  He  is  buried  in  W7 heatland.  He  served 

in  the  same  regiments  as  his  father  during  the  Rev¬ 
olution.  The  following  is  his  service  record: 

Private,  Captain  Daniel  Taylor’s  Co.,  Lieut, 
f'd*  John  Collar  s  (Berkshire  Co.)  regt.;  enlist¬ 
ed  October  13,  1781,  discharged  October  20, 

1781;  service  12  days,  including  4  days  (84 
miles)  travel  home;  company  marched  by  order 
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of  Col.  John  Ashley,  Jr.,  on  an  alarm  at  the 

Northward. 

He  removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Madison 
County,  New  York,  before  1797  and  also  lived  in 
Erie  County.  He  settled  permanently  in  Wheat- 
land,  March  7,  1811,  and  became  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  influential  citizen.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  historic  Baptist  Church  of  Belcoda, 
Wheatland,  New  York,  and  served  as  deacon  from 
1814  until  his  death. 

Rawson  Harmon  married  in  New  Marlborough, 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Sybil  (Flint)  Mur¬ 
dock.  She  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1768,  and  died  in  Wheatland,  March 
13,  1843. 

Children: 

(1)  Ariel,  born  in  New  Marlborough,  April  1, 
1790,  died  May  16,  1855;  married,  March  15, 
1815,  Elizabeth  Winter. 

(2)  Sybil,  born  in  New  Marlborough,  in  1791, 
died  in  1793. 

(3)  Clarissa,  of  whom  further. 
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(4)  Rawson,  born  in  Bennington,  September  3, 

1795,  died  in  1873;  married,  March  28,  1820, 
Miriam  Wolcott. 

(3)  Ira,  born  in  Whitestown,  New  York,  April  9, 

1796,  died  in  Wheatland,  June  13,  1866;  mar¬ 
ried,  November  6,  1822,  Corinna  Brown. 

(6)  Sylvester,  born  in  Eaton,  New  York,  June  22, 
1798,  died  in  Wheatland,  June  10,  1881;  mar¬ 
ried,  August  22,  1821,  Lucretia  Brown. 

(7)  Lydia,  born  in  Eaton,  December  30,  1800,  died 
in  1873;  married  Oliver  P.  Blackmer. 

(8)  Anan,  born  in  Eaton,  August  16,  1802,  died 
in  Clifton,  New  York,  January  30,  1882;  mar¬ 
ried  in  Chili,  New  York,  May  12,  1831,  Abi¬ 
gail  Wait  Cheever. 

(9)  Elisha,  born  in  Eaton,  July  23,  1804,  died  in 
Paines ville,  Ohio,  January  19,  1864;  married, 
April  27,  1836,  Ruth  Rogers. 

(10)  Sarah,  born  in  Eaton,  June  14,  1806,  died  in 
1878  or  1879;  married  in  Wheatland,  May  23, 
1826,  Horace  P.  Smith. 

(11)  Cynthia,  born  in  Eaton  in  1807-08,  died  De¬ 
cember  16,  1813. 

(12)  Mary,  born  in  Eaton,  December  30,  1810,  died 
in  Le  Roy,  New  York,  August  9,  1889;  mar¬ 
ried  in  1838,  James  R.  Flynn. 
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Clarissa  Harmon,  daughter  of  Rawson  and 
Lydia  (Murdock)  Harmon,  was  born  in  New  Marl¬ 
borough,  September  3,  1793,  and  died  in  Wheat- 
land,  September  1,  1830.  She  married  in  Wheat- 
land,  September  14,  1813,  General  Theron  Brown, 
son  of  Reverend  Solomon  and  Sally  (Nash)  Brown. 
( See  Brown  line.) 


c Arms:  Azure,  on  a  chevron  between  three  eagles’  heads 

erased  argent,  a  pellet  between  four  crosses  cross- 
let  sable. 


(Burke’s:  “General  Armory.” ) 
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The  surname  Nash  is  of  Saxon  origin  and  is 
derived  from  the  place  of  residence  of  the  persons 
so  named.  The  gradual  change  from  the  ancient  to 
the  present  form  is  interesting.  Wlien  surnames  were 
first  used  to  distinguish  families  it  was  customary  to 
attach  the  prefix  "Atte”  indicating  place  of  resi¬ 
dence.  Thus  "Atte-well,”  "Atte-wood”  and  "Atte- 
ash.”  Gradually,  when  the  name  following  the  pre¬ 
fix  began  with  a  vowel,  the  letter  "n”  was  inter¬ 
posed.  Later  the  tendency  to  shorten  surnames  led 
to  dropping  the  prefix,  so  that  "Atte-n-ash”  became 
"Nash.”  Mention  of  the  family  is  frequently  found 
in  early  English  records  particularly  in  Lancashire. 
It  also  occurs  in  the  early  annals  of  New  England 
and  James  Nash  is  found  in  Weymouth,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  as  early  as  1628.  He  was  the  progenitor  of  one 
of  the  four  original  branches  of  the  family  in 
America,  the  others  being  Thomas  Nash  of  New 
Haven,  Edward  Nash  of  Norwalk,  and  William 
Nash,  who  founded  the  Southern  branch  of  the 
family  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Edward  Nash  was  born  in  Lancaster,  England,  in 
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1592.  Authorities  state  that  he  died  there,  although 
the  date  of  his  death  is  unknown. 

Children: 

(1)  Edward,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  John,  born  in  1633. 

Edward  Nash,  son  of  Edward  Nash,  was  born 
in  England  in  1623  and  died  before  August  2,  1699, 
(date  of  inventory  of  his  estate)  in  Norwalk,  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  1 649  and  was 
a  resident  of  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  1650.  He 
moved  to  Norwalk  in  1652  and  was  assigned  lot 
No.  5 ,  one  of  the  best  house  sites  of  the  new  planta¬ 
tion.  He  is  numbered  among  the  earliest  hearthstone 
occupants  of  the  town  and  is  on  the  roll  of  names 
of  inhabitants  eligible  to  attend  Town  Meetings  at 
Norwalk,  dated  March  20,  1656.  He  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  member  in  the  community  and  the  inventory 
of  his  estate  which  is  on  file  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Library  shows  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  consider¬ 
able  means  for  his  time. 

The  name  of  his  first  wife,  whom  he  is  believed 
to  have  married  in  England,  is  unknown.  He  mar- 
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ried  (second),  the  widow  of  Thomas  Barlow  of 
Fairfield,  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Rose  Sherwood,  also  of  Fairfield. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Hannah,  born  January  18,  1651;  married,  De¬ 
cember  3,  1678,  Deliverance  Wakely,  son  of 
Henry  Wakely,  a  noted  Colonial  lawyer  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut. 

(2)  John,  of  whom  further. 

John  Nash,  son  of  Edward  Nash,  was  born  in 
Norwalk  in  1652  where  he  died  before  May  3,  1713 
the  date  of  inventory  of  his  estate.  He  was  the  first 
English  child  to  be  born  on  the  plantation.  The  Male 
Documentary  Census,  1650-1700,  lists  him  as  a 
Grantee  settler.  He  was  a  leader  in  the  commun¬ 
ity  and  a  man  of  wealth  in  later  years.  The  inven¬ 
tory  of  his  estate  amounted  to  £795-14-6. 

John  Nash  married,  May  1,  1684,  Mary  Barlow, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rose  (Sherwood)  Barlow 
of  Fairfield. 

Children: 

( 1 )  John,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Nathan. 
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John  Nash,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Barlow) 
Nash,  was  born  December  25,  1688,  in  Norwalk, 
where  he  died  before  June  20,  1769,  the  date  on 
which  application  was  made  to  have  his  son  Edward 
appointed  administrator  of  his  estate.  Norwalk 
Town  Records  show  that  he  drew  a  lot  in  the  East 
Saugatuck  territory,  December  22,  1709.  He  ac¬ 
quired  considerable  property.  The  division  of  his 
estate  took  place,  April  8,  1773,  and  the  original 
document  is  on  file  in  the  Connecticut  State  Library. 
The  inventory  of  his  estate  amounted  to  £126-17-7. 

John  Nash  married,  May  19,  1709,  Abigail  Blake¬ 
ley,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Blakeley  of  New  Haven. 

Children: 

(1)  Edward,  born  July  21,  1710. 

(2)  Mary,  born  April  27,  1712;  married  William 
Prew. 

(3)  John,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Nathan,  born  in  1715;  mentioned  as  "de¬ 
ceased”  in  his  father’s  will. 

(5)  Abraham,  born  October  10,  1718,  died  June 
24,  1801;  married  (first),  November  21,  1738, 
Rhoda,  daughter  of  John  Keeler;  married  (sec- 
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ond),  May  19,  1780,  Mrs.  Mary  Lynes  of  Red¬ 
ding,  Connecticut. 

(6)  Micajah,  born  in  1720;  married,  October  9, 
1744,  Mary  Scribner. 

(7)  Samuel,  born  in  1722;  mentioned  as  "deceased” 
in  his  father’s  will. 

(8)  Abigail,  born  in  1725;  married  Moses  Bears. 

(9)  Ebenezer,  born  in  1729;  married  (first), 
Phoebe  Olmstead;  (second),  Martha,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Eliakim  and  Abigail  (Hoyt)  Smith; 
(third),  Sarah  Gregory. 

(10)  Mercy. 

John  Nash,  son  of  John  and  Abigail  (Blakeley) 
Nash,  was  born  December  23,  1713,  in  Norwalk. 
He  married  (first) ,  in  1736,  Sarah  Jackson  and  (sec¬ 
ond),  November  4,  1758,  Abigail  Persons. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Anna,  born  March  6,  1737. 

(2)  Jedediah,  born  December  31,  1739. 

(3)  John,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Sarah,  born  October  5,  1745. 

(5)  Rhuamah,  born  September  6,  1747. 

(6)  Phila,  born  September  28,  1749. 

(7)  Esther,  born  February  19,  1751. 

(8)  Hannah,  born  February  18,  1753. 
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(9)  Moses,  born  February  19,  1754;  died  May  11, 
1768. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Polly,  born  May  2,  1760. 

(2)  Aaron,  born  July  9,  1762. 

(3)  Noah,  born  October  15,  1764. 

(4)  Abijah,  born  May  15,  1766. 

(5)  Rachel,  born  July  21,  1768. 

John  Nash,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Jackson) 
Nash,  was  born  January  6 ,  1741,  in  Norwalk  and 
removed  to  Sherburne,  Chenango  County,  New 
York,  about  1790,  but  returned  to  Connecticut  in 
his  old  age  and  died  in  the  house  where  he  was  born. 

John  Nash  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
so  remarkable  was  his  record  that  the  British  offered 
a  prize  for  him  dead  or  alive.  The  following  account 
of  his  service  is  on  file  in  the  New  York  State  Rec¬ 
ords: 

"Dept,  of  Int.  Bureau  of  Pensions  10  Dec. 

1910. 

To  Charles  N.  Page. 

John  Nash  enlisted  1777  as  Serg.  in  Capt. 

Stephen  White’s  Co.  under  Col.  Jacobus 
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Schoonhaven  of  N.  Y.  S.  Served  as  minute  man 
and  Indian  spy  until  fall  of  1780.  Enlisted  1781, 
1782,  1783  and  frequently  out  on  alarms.  En¬ 
listed  at  Ballston,  Saratoga  County.  Applied  for 
pension  and  claim  allowed.  Born  in  Fairfield 
County,  Connecticut,  in  1741.” 


He  married,  in  Norwalk,  Hannah  Lathrop,  who 
died  in  Sherburne. 

Children: 

(1)  Sarah,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Meletiah,  who  resided  in  New  York  City;  mar¬ 
ried  and  had  (a),  Mary,  who  died  unmarried; 
(b),  Francis,  a  printer. 

(3)  Moses,  resided  in  Chautauqua  County;  had  a 
son,  Stephen,  who  lived  near  Colorado  Springs. 

(4)  Aaron,  resided  in  Norwalk;  married  Mrs.  Mary 
Winton. 

(5)  John,  born  July  12,  1780,  died  in  Sherburne, 
July  20,  1820;  married,  June  4,  1804,  Betsey 
Peck,  daughter  of  John  Peck. 

(6)  Lucy,  married  Mr.  Cry  den  wise. 

(7)  Hannah,  married  Mr.  Dows. 

(8)  Polly  (or  Mary),  married  Mr.  Allen. 

(9)  Eunice. 
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Sarah  (or  Sally)  Nash,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Lathrop)  Nash,  was  born  April  17,  1770, 
in  Norwalk,  and  died  July  20,  1848,  in  Wheatland, 
New  York.  Family  data  and  letters  in  possession  of 
Mrs.  F.  F.  Dow  of  Rochester,  New  York,  furnish 
proof  that  she  married,  October  2  5,  1791,  Reverend 
Solomon  Brown,  son  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Cleve¬ 
land)  Brown.  (See  Brown  line.) 


' 


\ 

- 


tArms : 


Qrest: 


cJldotto: 


Per  chevron  sable  and  ermine,  a  chevron  engrailed 
counterchanged. 

A  demi  old  man  proper,  habited  azure,  having  on 
a  cap  gules,  turned  up  with  a  hair  front,  hold¬ 
ing  in  the  dexter  hand  a  spear  headed  argent  on 
the  top  of  which  is  fixed  a  line  proper,  passing 
behind  him  and  coiled  up  in  the  sinister  hand. 

Pro  Deo  et  Patria, 


(Matthew’s :  “American  Armoury  and  Blue  Book.”) 
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According  to  "The  Genealogy  of  the  Cleveland 
and  Cleaveland  Families,”  by  E.  J.  and  H.  J.  Cleve¬ 
land,  the  ancestry  of  the  Clevelands  in  America  is 
not  definitely  established,  although  there  is  evidence 
of  a  connection  with  the  Clevelands  of  County 
Suffolk  in  England  in  the  parish  register  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Ipswich. 

The  surname  Cleveland  comes  under  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  place  names  and  is  said  to  be  derived  from 
cliff-lane,  referring  to  a  part  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
almost  impassable  because  of  its  cliffs  and  rocks. 

The  family  is  descended  from  Thorkill,  a  Saxon, 
who  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  assumed  the  name 
of  de  Cliveland,  from  the  ancient  seat  of  the  family 
in  Yorkshire.  Gisborough,  County  York,  was  his  seat 
in  1066  and  his  son,  Uctred  de  Cliveland,  is  recorded 
in  the  Domesday  Book  as  the  Lord  of  three  manors  in 
the  town  of  Chigesburg  (Gisborough).  Uctred  de 
Cliveland  gave  part  of  the  land  for  the  Priory  built 
in  1119  by  Robert  de  Bruce  of  Skelton  Castle,  Lord 
of  Cleveland,  who  died  in  1141. 
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Moses  Cleaveland  (or  Cleveland)  was  born 
in  England,  probably  in  Ipswich,  about  1624,  and 
died  in  Woburn,  Massachusetts,  January  9,  1701-2. 
According  to  family  tradition  he  arrived  in  America 
in  1635.  In  the  town  records  of  Woburn,  we  find 
that  he  was  appointed  "land  viewer”  by  the  select¬ 
men  in  1 642  to  view  and  set  off  a  share  of  the  public 
lands  which  were  promised  him  by  the  General  Court 
in  Boston.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in  1643  and  was 
a  witness  to  Thomas  Dutten’s  signature  on  December 
8,  1662.  He  is  mentioned  in  the  Woburn  Militia 
Muster  Roll  of  1663.  He  was  admitted  to  full  com¬ 
munion  in  the  First  Church  in  Charlestown,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  January  6,  1692. 

Moses  Cleaveland,  or  Cleveland,  married  in 
Woburn,  September  26,  1648,  Ann  Winn,  who  was 
born  in  Wales,  or  England,  about  1626,  and  died  in 
Woburn  prior  to  May  6,  1682.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Joanna  Winn. 

Children,  all  born  in  Woburn: 

(1)  Moses,  born  September  1,  1651,  died  in  1717; 
married,  October  4,  1676,  Ruth  Norton. 
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(2)  Hannah,  born  August  4,  1653;  married, 

September  24,  1677,  Thomas  Henshaw. 

(3)  Aaron,  born  January  10,  1655,  died  September 
14,  1716;  married  (first),  September  26,  1675, 
Dorcas  Wilson;  (second),  about  1714-15, 
Prudence. 

(4)  Samuel,  born  June  9,  1657,  died  March  12, 

173  5-36,  in  Canterbury,  Connecticut;  mar¬ 
ried  (first),  May  17,  1680,  Jane  Keyes; 

(second),  May  23,  1682,  Persis  Hildreth; 
(third),  Mrs.  Margaret  Fish. 

(5)  Miriam,  born  July  10,  1659,  died  August  21, 
1745;  married  Thomas  Foskett  in  1683. 

(6)  Joanna,  born  September  19,  1661,  died  July  2, 
1667. 

(7)  Edward,  of  whom  further. 

(8)  Josiah,  born  February  26,  1666-7,  died  in 
Canterbury,  April  26,  1709;  married  Mary 
Bates  about  1689. 

(9)  Isaac,  born  May  11,  1669,  died  in  Norwich, 

Connecticut,  August  10,  1714;  married 

Elizabeth  (Pierce)  Curtis  in  July,  1690. 

(10)  Joanna,  born  April  5,  1670,  died  March  18, 
1758;  married,  May  28,  1690,  Joseph  Keyes. 

(11)  Enoch,  born  August  1,  1671,  died  August  1, 

1729;  married  (first),  October  9,  1695, 

Elizabeth  Counts  of  Charlestown,  Massa¬ 
chusetts;  (second),  July  9,  1719,  Elizabeth 
Wright. 
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Edward  Cleveland,  son  of  Moses  and  Ann 
(Winn)  Cleveland,  was  born  in  Woburn,  May  20, 

1663-64,  and  died  in  Pomfret,  Windham  County, 
Connecticut,  in  August  or  September,  1746.  His 
will  was  proved  September  6,  1746.  He  lived  in 
Kingstown,  Rhode  Island,  and  later  in  Canterbury, 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  taxed  in  1716. 

Edward  Cleveland  married  (first),  about  1683, 
Deliverance,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Palmer.  She  was 
born  about  1665  and  died  in  Canterbury,  June  7, 
1717.  He  married  (second) ,  in  Canterbury,  January 
1,  1722,  Zeruiah  Church. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage,  all  born  in  Kings¬ 
town: 

(1)  Deliverance,  born  about  1684,  died  before 
October  3,  1744. 

(2)  Edward,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Palmer,  born  about  1688,  died  before  March 

20,  1765;  married  (first),  before  1717, 

Deborah,  surname  unknown;  (second),  July 
1,  1751,  Margaret  Northrup. 

(4)  Abigail,  born  about  1694,  died  after  1746. 
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(5)  Isaac,  born  about  1697,  died  in  Canterbury; 

married,  November  20,  1719-21,  Susanna 

Johnson. 

(6)  Samuel,  born  about  1700,  died  in  Pomfret, 
June  11,  1762;  married,  November  12,  1724, 
Mary  or  Betsey  Derby. 

(7)  Mary,  born  about  1704;  married  (first) ,  March 
30,  1730,  Richard  Adams;  (second),  January 
8,  1735-6,  Samuel  Butt. 

(8)  George,  born  about  1706-7,  died  in  New  York, 
October  2,  1756;  married,  in  1730,  Sarah  Hall. 

(9)  Elizabeth,  born  about  1709;  married,  in  1734, 
Jonathan  Shepard. 


Edward  Cleveland,  son  of  Edward  and 
Deliverance  (Palmer)  Cleveland,  was  born  about 
1686,  and  died  in  Canterbury,  November  3,  1771. 
His  will  is  dated  October  28,  1765,  and  was  probated 
November  16,  1771.  He  appears  on  the  tax  list  in 
Canterbury  in  1716  and  received  one  and  one-half 
shares  of  land  on  April  30,  1723,  when  it  was  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  first  settlers.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
church  in  Canterbury  in  1741  and  his  wife  was  ad¬ 
mitted  May  31,  1719. 
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Edward  Cleveland  married  in  Kingstown,  Rhode 
Island,  April  17,  1716,  Rebecca  Paine,  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Rebecca  (Doane)  Paine.  She  was  born 
about  1690  and  died  in  Canterbury  in  February, 
1784. 

Children,  all  born  in  Canterbury: 

(1)  Joanna,  born  July  22,  1717;  married  (first), 
Uriah  Downing,  and  (second),  John  Backus. 

(2)  Rebecca,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Solomon,  born  June  1,  1720,  died  March  14, 
1752;  married,  October  3,  1748,  Abigail  Baker. 

(4)  Palmer  (or  Parmer),  born  January  29,  1722. 

(5)  Deliverance,  born  March  10,  1723;  married, 
September  16,  1747,  Isaiah  (or  Israel)  Baker. 

(6)  Silas,  born  March  28,  1726,  died  January  14, 
1814;  married,  May  10,  1750,  Elizabeth  Hyde. 

(7)  Experience,  born  September  5,  1728,  died  in 
New  York  State;  married,  May  2,  1748,  Jabez 
Holmes. 

(8)  Paine,  born  August  30,  1731,  died  November 
25,  1773;  married  (first),  January  18,  1757, 
Prudence  Buswell;  (second),  Susannah  N. 
Faulkner;  (third),  April  16,  1767,  Sarah 
Church. 
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Rebecca  Cleveland,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Rebecca  (Paine)  Cleveland,  was  born  in  Canterbury, 
March  16,  1719,  and  died  in  Stephentown,  New 
York.  She  married,  May  11,  1748,  Daniel  Brown, 
son  of  Tristram  and  Abigail  (Parks)  Browne.  (See 
Brown  line. ) 
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c Arms: 
Qrest: 

o Motto : 


Gules,  three  bendlets  enhanced  or. 

Out  of  a  ducal  coronet  a  demi-lion  rampant  or, 
holding  between  the  paws  a  pheon  proper. 

Devant  si  je  puis. 


(Arms  in  possession  of  the  family.) 
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According  to  Harrison’s,  "Surnames  of  the 
United  Kingdom,”  Gridley  is  derived  from  Grida,  a 
personal  Belgian  name  and  "Ley”  or  "Lea,”  which 
means  meadow  or  pasture;  therefore  Grida’s  meadow 
or  pasture.  It  is  also  stated  that  according  to  a  tradi¬ 
tion  in  the  Gridley  family,  the  name  is  derived  from 
the  Norse,  "Grut-an-le.”  Literally  translated, 
"Grut”  means  soft  soil,  "an,”  many  and  "le,” 
meadow  lands.  In  early  Norman  records  the  name 
is  frequently  found  spelled  "Gred-an-leah.” 

In  England  the  name  Gridley,  with  many  varia¬ 
tions  of  spelling,  can  be  traced  to  Robert  de  Grelly, 
whose  son,  Albertus  Greslet,  came  to  England  with 
William  the  Conqueror  and  participated  in  the 
Battle  of  Hastings.  Albertus  Greslet  was  Baron  of 
Manchester  and  listed  in  the  Domesday  Book  as  part 
owner  of  the  Manor  of  Blackburn  in  Lancashire  and 
Spixworth  in  Norfolk. 

Thomas  Gridley  who  lived  at  Ashen  in  Essex  about 
1600  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Gridley,  son  of  John 
Grydley,  son  of  John  Gredley,  son  of  Simon  Gredley, 
son  of  John  Gresley,  son  of  John  Gresley,  son  of  John 
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Gresley,  son  of  Richard  Gredley,  son  of  John  Grelle, 
son  of  Nicholas  de  Gredley,  son  of  Robert  de  Gredley, 
son  of  John  de  Gredley,  son  of  Peter  de  Gredleye,  son 
of  Thomas  de  Gredley,  son  of  Robert  de  Gredley,  son 
of  Albert  de  Grelle,  son  of  Albert  de  Gredle,  son  of 
Robert  de  Gresley,  son  of  Geoffry  Greslet,  son  of 
Albertus  Greslet,  son  of  Robert  de  Grelly. 

Thomas  Gridley,  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America,  was  born  in  England  about  1600,  and  died 
in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  prior  to  June  12,  165  5, 
the  date  of  inventory  of  his  estate.  He  sailed  from 
England  in  1633  on  the  Griffin,  accompanied  by  his 
brothers,  Richard  and  Samuel.  Upon  their  arrival 
in  America  they  settled  for  a  time  near  Boston,  where 
Richard  died  in  1674.  Thomas  Gridley  was  strongly 
influenced  by  the  noted  preacher,  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  who  was  also  a  passenger  on  the  Griffin,  and 
joined  him  when  he  left  Boston  to  settle  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  which  establishes  Thomas  Gridley  as 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Connecticut  Colony.  He 
was  one  of  the  group  of  Hartford  and  Windsor  men 
who,  in  1637,  volunteered  for  service  in  the  Pequot 
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War  and  recognition  for  his  service  was  acknowl¬ 
edged  in  1671,  when  his  heirs  received  a  grant  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  from  the  government.  He 
was  one  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  land¬ 
holders  of  Hartford  in  1639  and  was  made  a  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  town  in  the  same  year.  His  residence 
was  on  a  lot  on  the  south  side  of  Buckingham  Street 
adjoining  the  South  Church. 

After  his  marriage  in  1 644,  he  sold  his  property  to 
Thomas  Bunce  and  removed  to  Wethersfield,  Con¬ 
necticut.  He  was  a  landowner  of  Farmington,  Con¬ 
necticut,  in  1645,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  he 
ever  lived  there.  He  removed  to  Windsor,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  about  this  time,  as  records  of  the  town  show  that 
he  held  the  office  of  surveyor  of  highways  in  1648. 
He  was  also  interested  in  the  settlement  of 
Northampton,  then  called  Nonotuck,  Massachusetts. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Massachusetts 
settlement,  held  in  Springfield,  October  3,  1653,  he 
was  one  of  ten  "new  men”  who  joined  the  original 
petitioners. 

Thomas  Gridley  was  the  owner  of  a  farm  in 
Windsor  and  considered  a  wealthy  man  for  the  times. 
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He  married  in  Hartford,  September  29,  1644, 
Mary  Seymour,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
(Waller)  Seymour,  of  Bury  Pomeroy,  Devonshire, 
England.  Her  brother,  Richard  Seymour,  came  to 
America  in  1639  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Hartford.  She  married  (second),  Deacon  John 
Langdon,  son  of  George  Langdon,  and  they  removed 
to  Farmington,  Connecticut.  John  Langdon  was 
administrator  of  Thomas  Gridley’s  estate. 

Children: 

(1)  Samuel,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Thomas,  born  in  Windsor,  August,  1650,  died 
in  1742,  in  Farmington,  where  he  was  one  of 
the  eighty-four  original  proprietors.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  December  25,  1679,  Elizabeth  Clark, 
daughter  of  John  Clark. 

(3)  Mary,  born  in  Windsor,  September  29,  1653, 
died  in  Farmington  in  1673.  She  married, 
October  3,  1670,  Thomas  Root,  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Kilbourn)  Root.  He  was  born  in 
1648,  in  Farmington,  where  he  died  August  16, 
1709. 

Samuel  Gridley,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Sey¬ 
mour)  Gridley,  was  born  in  Hartford,  November 
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2  5,  1647,  and  died  in  Farmington,  prior  to  May  5, 
1712.  He  was  an  original  proprietor  of  Farmington 
and  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Mattatuck  agreement. 

He  married  (first),  before  December  2,  1680, 
Esther  Thompson,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann 
(Welles)  Thompson  and  granddaughter  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  Thomas  Welles  of  Connecticut.  She  was  bap¬ 
tized  June  17,  165  5,  in  Farmington,  where  she  died 
in  1696  or  1697.  She  was  admitted  to  membership 
in  the  First  Church  of  Farmington,  March  1,  1680. 

Samuel  Gridley  married  (second),  December  1, 
1698,  Mary  Humphrey,  daughter  of  Sergeant  John 
and  Hannah  (Griffin)  Humphrey,  of  Simsbury, 
Connecticut.  She  was  born  March  14,  1674,  and 
died  January  11,  1725-26.  She  married  (second), 
Sergeant  John  Wadsworth  in  1714. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Samuel,  born  in  Farmington,  where  he  died 
about  1712.  He  married,  June  8,  1710,  Ruth 
Lewis,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Moor) 
Lewis  of  Farmington.  She  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1679. 
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(2)  John,  baptized  January  29,  1681,  in  Farming- 
ton,  where  he  died  December  17,  1739.  He 
married,  May  3,  1716,  Dorothy  Benton,  who 
was  baptized  in  Hartford,  April  22,  1688,  and 
died  in  Farmington  in  1755. 

(3)  Thomas,  born  in  1683  in  Farmington,  where  he 
died  about  173  5.  He  married  (first),  Hannah 
Wilcoxen,  daughter  of  Deacon  Timothy  and 
Joanna  (Birdsey)  Wilcoxen.  She  died  No¬ 
vember  19,  1733.  He  married  (second),  De¬ 
cember  5,  1734,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Sarah  (Wadsworth)  Root.  She  was  born 
December  17,  1693,  died  October  5,  1776. 

(4)  Joseph,  baptized  March  8,  1684-85,  died  De¬ 
cember  8,  1770,  in  Southington,  Connecticut; 
married  Hannah  Lewis,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  Lewis.  She  was  baptized  October  4, 
1691,  and  died  about  1775. 

(5)  Esther,  baptized  May  15,  1687,  in  Farmington, 
where  she  died  July  10,  1743.  She  married 
(first),  March  20,  1706,  John  Hart,  son  of 
Captain  John  and  Mary  (Moon)  Hart.  He 
was  baptized  November  27,  1686,  and  died 
October  7,  1753. 

(6)  James,  of  whom  further. 

(7)  Sarah,  baptized  July  8,  1694,  died  February 
5,  1743-44.  She  married  (first),  March  15, 
1721-22,  Nathaniel  Bowles,  son  of  Nathaniel 
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and  Phebe  (Woodruff)  Bowles;  (second), 
Ebenezer  Woodruff,  who  was  baptized  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1694,  in  Farmington  and  died  in  1747. 
He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Clark) 
Woodruff. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Nathaniel,  born  October,  1699,  died  in  South¬ 
ington,  July  1,  1764. 

(2)  Hezekiah,  born  August,  1701,  died  in  Farm¬ 
ington,  July  21,  1776.  He  married,  May  5, 
1731,  Sarah  Newell,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Hart)  Newell.  She  was  born  June  17, 
1707,  and  died  March  27,  1796. 

(3)  Mary,  born  August  17,  1708,  died  in  Farm¬ 
ington,  May  20,  1784.  She  married,  July  28, 
1730,  Nathan  Lewis,  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lewis. 

(4)  Jerusha,  born  February  6,  1711,  died  in  Farm¬ 
ington,  September  25,  1745.  She  married, 
November  21,  1728,  Nehemiah  Lewis,  born 
May  3,  1705,  died  July  10,  1779. 

(5)  Daniel,  born  December  11,  1712,  died  in 
Farmington,  January  11,  1781.  He  married, 
February  14,  1732,  Mary  Woodruff.  She  was 
born  October  12,  1712,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Judd)  Woodruff. 
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James  Gridley,  son  of  Samuel  and  Esther 
(Thompson)  Gridley  was  baptized  May  3,  1691,  in 
Farmington,  where  he  died  December  20,  1762.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  First  Church  of  Farmington, 
February  11,  1710-11.  He  was  a  landowner  and 
farmer  and  a  man  of  prominence  in  the  community. 

He  married,  November  26,  1719,  Susannah  Smith, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Johanna  (Loomis)  Smith  of 
Farmington. 

Children: 

(1)  Susannah,  born  September  5,  1720,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  5,  1720. 

(2)  Susannah,  born  July  25,  1721,  died  June  19, 
1761;  married,  December  26,  1745,  Solomon 
Thompson,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Orton) 
Thompson. 

(3)  Lydia,  born  July  1,  1723,  died  in  Farmington, 
December  19,  1797.  She  married  in  August, 
1745,  Samuel  Hart,  son  of  Stephen  and  Eunice 
(Munson)  Hart.  He  was  born  December  2, 
1721,  and  died  February  2,  1801. 

(4)  James,  of  whom  further. 

(5)  Abigail,  born  September  27,  1727,  died  in 
Farmington,  January  13,  1771.  She  married, 
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September  13,  1750,  Stephen  Hart,  son  of 
Stephen  and  Eunice  (Munson)  Hart. 

(6)  Esther,  born  November  1,  1729. 

(7)  Zephaniah,  born  February  19,  1732-33,  died 
March  20,  1732-33. 

James  Gridley,  son  of  James  and  Susannah 
(Smith)  Gridley,  was  born  May  7,  1725,  in  Farm- 
ington,  where  he  died  in  1784.  He  was  also  a  farmer 
and  prominent  in  civic  affairs. 

He  married,  in  1750,  Sibyl  North,  born  October 
15,  1727,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Temperance 
(Baldwin)  North,  of  Farmington.  Her  great-grand¬ 
father,  John  North,  who  emigrated  from  England  in 
1635,  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Farmington. 

Children: 

(1)  Judah,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Sarah,  born  June  18,  1752,  died  September  18, 
1753. 

(3)  Zephaniah,  born  April  6,  1754,  died  January 
7,  1756. 

(4)  David,  born  January  8,  1756. 
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(5)  Stephen,  born  December  16,  1757. 

(6)  Obed,  born  April  28,  1760,  died  February  8, 
1826;  married,  October  3,  1787,  Elizabeth 
Coles.  Fie  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

(7)  Sibyl,  born  September  23,  1762. 

(8)  James,  born  January  12,  1765. 

(9)  Oliver,  born  November  27,  1767.  Fie  was  a 
resident  of  North  Cornwall,  Orange  County, 
New  York,  in  1794. 

Judah  Gridley,  son  of  James  and  Sibyl  (North) 
Gridley,  was  born  in  Farmington,  September  14, 
1750.  According  to  a  family  tradition,  he  died  while 
serving  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  is  recorded  in 
the  Orderly  Book,  kept  by  Major  Roger  Hooker  of 
Farmington,  Orderly  Sergeant  of  Captain  Noadiah 
Hooker’s  Company,  which  lists  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  6th  Company,  Brigadier-General 
Joseph  Spencer’s  Regiment.  He  is  also  listed  in  the 
Muster  Roll  of  Captain  Noadiah  Hooker.  In  the 
"Printed  List”  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  he  is 
registered  as  enlisting  May  7,  1775,  and  discharged, 
December  18,  1775.  He  re-enlisted  from  Farming- 
ton,  May  1,  1777,  and  was  discharged  in  1778. 
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Judah  Gridley  married,  before  1779,  Hannah 
(Lewis)  Stevens  of  Farmington,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Rachel  (Kelsey)  Lewis  of  New 
Hartford,  Connecticut.  ( See  Lewis  line.) 

Child: 

( 1 )  Judah,  of  whom  further. 

Judah  Gridley,  son  of  Judah  and  Hannah 
(Lewis)  Stevens  Gridley,  was  born  in  Farmington, 
March  8,  1779,  and  died  in  Chili,  New  York, 
September  16,  1847.  The  record  of  his  baptism  in 
the  First  Church  of  Farmington  reads  as  follows: 
"Judah  Gridley,  son  of  Hannah  Stevens  of  this 
parish,  baptized  November  14,  1779.” 

Judah  Gridley  was  a  contractor  and  builder.  He 
moved  from  Farmington  in  1812  to  Tyringham, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  had  a  contract  to  build  a 
road.  As  this  proved  to  be  an  unfortunate  venture, 
attended  by  a  heavy  financial  loss,  he  decided  to  move 
to  Western  New  York.  He  settled  on  a  farm  in  Chili, 
near  Rochester,  New  York,  and  returned  to  Tyring¬ 
ham  for  his  family  during  the  winter  of  1814.  Judah 
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Gridley  experienced  all  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life, 
but  with  inherited  courage  and  determination,  over¬ 
came  many  obstacles  and  was  rated  a  wealthy  man 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  leader  in  the  civic 
and  religious  life  of  the  community  and  the  Chili 
Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  in  his  barn. 

Judah  Gridley  married,  July  24,  1800,  Sarah 
Beach,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  (Pardee)  Beach 
of  an  old  Barkhamstead,  Connecticut,  family.  ( See 
Beach  line,) 

Children: 

( 1 )  Jesse,  born  in  Farmington,  November  15,  1801, 
died  December  29,  1847. 

(2)  Amaret,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Malchia,  baptized  in  Farmington,  June  15, 
1806. 

(4)  Martinas,  born  in  Farmington,  April  11,  1807, 
died  in  LeRoy,  New  York,  in  June,  1869,  or 
70;  married  Eliza  Richardson. 

(5)  Sarah  Maria,  born  in  Farmington,  January  22, 
1811,  died  in  Bergen,  New  Jersey,  in  January, 
1875. 

(6)  Judah,  born  in  Chili,  June  22,  1814,  died  in 
Gowanda,  New  York,  in  November,  1875; 
married  Eunice  Andrews. 
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(7)  George,  born  in  Chili,  June  13,  1816,  died 
December  5,  1900;  married  Martha  Sage  of 
Wheatland,  New  York. 

(8)  Norman,  born  in  Chili,  November  15,  1818, 
died  September  16,  1820. 

Amaret  Gridley,  daughter  of  Judah  and  Sarah 
(Beach)  Gridley,  was  born  in  Farmington,  December 
11,  1803,  baptized  June  3,  1804,  and  died  March  7, 
1880,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Volney 
Paine  Brown  in  Wheatland,  New  York. 

She  married  (first),  May  7,  1827,  Elisha  Denison 
Avery,  son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Langdon) 
Avery.  (See  Avery  line.)  She  married  (second), 
Ariel  Harmon. 
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Vair,  argent  and  gules,  on  a  canton  azure,  a  pile 
or. 

A  demi-lion  rampant  couped  argent,  holding  in 
the  paws  an  escutcheon  azure  charged  with  a 
pile  or. 

Tout  en  Bonne  Heure. 


(Burke’s:  “General  Armory.") 
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The  Beach  Family  is  said  to  have  originated  in 
Tours,  France,  where  the  name  De  La  Beche  is  found 
on  old  monuments.  Members  of  the  family  came  to 
England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  to  whom  they 
rendered  valuable  service.  It  is  pointed  out  by  some 
authorities  that  the  devices  upon  the  ancient  family 
coat-of-arms  indicate  that  the  arms  were  granted 
because  of  the  moral  and  financial  support  which  this 
powerful  family  rendered  to  the  Conqueror.  The 
motto,  all  in  good  time,”  as  well  as  the  metals  and 
colors  readily  lend  themselves  to  this  translation,  as 
blue  is  for  loyalty,  red  for  courage  and  silver  for 
purity. 

John  Beach,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  is  first 
mentioned  in  the  official  records  of  New  Haven 
Colony  in  Connecticut,  on  January  4,  1643.  His 
name  also  appears  on  the  list  of  those  to  whom 
Governor  Eaton  administered  the  Oath  of  Fidelity 
at  a  meeting  of  the  "Genii  Court  held  att  Newhaven 
the  It  of  July  1644.”  John  Beach  resided  in  New 
Haven  for  a  number  of  years  and  his  first  home  was 
on  the  corner  of  Grove  and  Whiting  Streets.  He 
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removed  to  Stratford,  Connecticut,  and  bought  "one 
house  lot  2  acres,”  from  Ens.  Bryan  of  Milford,  May 
21,  1660.  His  name  appears  on  the  first  list  of  home- 
lot  owners  in  Stratford  in  1660 ,  and  on  the  list  of 
inhabitants  in  1668.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in 
Stratford  in  1669,  and  is  listed  No.  4  on  the  list  of 
six  persons  of  highest  rank  on  July  29,  1672,  and 
one  of  the  committee  to  establish  the  church  in  1675. 
In  1699  he  is  credited  with  12  acres  and  "8  acres 
within  5  miles.”  He  was  also  a  large  landholder  in 
Wallingford,  Connecticut.  The  inventory  of  his 
estate  shows  that  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  means 
for  that  time  and  that  his  assets  amounted  to 
£310-13-0,  in  Stratford,  and  to  £92-19-0,  in 
Wallingford. 

John  Beach  married  Mary,  surname  not  known. 

Children,  entered  in  Fairfield  Probate  Records, 
Vol.  3,  page  22: 

(1)  Elizabeth,  born  March  20,  1652,  died  between 
1688-1694;  married,  about  1675 ,  Eliasaph 
Preston  of  Wallingford,  the  son  of  William 
Preston,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New  Haven. 
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(2)  John,  born  April  1,  1654,  died  in  1711,  in 
Stratford;  married  (first),  in  Stratford, 
December  18,  1679,  Hannah  Staples,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Staples  of  Fairfield;  married 
(second),  Phebe,  widow  of  John  Birdseye. 

(3)  Mary,  born  September,  1656;  married  in 
Wallingford,  July  31,  1716,  Thomas  Yale  of 
Wallingford. 

(4)  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 

(  5  )  Nathaniel,  born  March,  1 662,  died  in  Stratford, 
July  24,  1747;  married,  in  Stratford,  April  29, 
1686,  Sarah  Porter,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Sarah  (Groves)  Porter.  She  died  in  Stratford, 
March  25,  1738,  aged  70. 

(6)  Hannah,  born  December,  1665;  married 
(first),  in  Stratford,  November  3,  1681, 
Zachariah  Fairfield;  married  (second),  in 
Stratford,  May  5,  1708,  John  Burritt. 

(7)  Sarah,  born  November,  1667. 

(8)  Isaac,  born  June  27,  1669,  died  in  Stratford, 
April  30,  1741;  married,  in  Stratford,  May  3, 
1693,  Hannah  Birdseye,  daughter  of  John 
Birdseye,  Jr.  She  was  baptized  February  5, 
1671,  and  died  October  15,  1750. 

(9)  Joseph,  born  February  1,  1671,  died  in 

Stratford,  December  17,  1737;  Lieutenant; 
married  Abiah  Booth  who  died  in  1735.  She 
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was  the  eldest  child  of  Ebenezer  Booth,  son  of 
Richard  the  settler. 

(10)  Benjamin,  born  March  3,  1673;  married,  1 695, 
Mary  Hitchcock,  daughter  of  John  and 
Abigail  (Merriman)  Hitchcock,  who  was 
born  December  10,  1676.  Benjamin  and  his 
wife  left  Wallingford  and  settled  in  Hanover, 
Hunterden  County,  West  Jersey. 

Thomas  Beach,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Beach,  was 
born  in  May,  1659,  and  died  May  13,  1741,  in 
Meriden,  Connecticut,  where  he  is  buried  in  the  Old 
Hill  Cemetery. 

Thomas  Beach  married  (first),  in  Wallingford, 
May  12,  1680,  Ruth,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Martha 
Peck.  She  was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  about 
1660,  and  died  in  Wallingford,  December  5,  1686. 
He  married  (second),  Phebe  Wilcoxen,  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Joanna  (Birdseye)  Wilcoxen.  Her 
father  was  the  son  of  William,  an  original  proprietor 
of  Stratford  and  her  mother  the  daughter  of  Deacon 
John  Birdseye.  She  was  born  in  Stratford,  August 
9,  1669,  and  died  April  30,  1758. 
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Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

0 )  Hannah,  born  in  ^JWalhngf  ord,  February  26, 
1681,  died  there  September  18,  1683. 

(2)  Ruth,  born  in  Wallingford,  October  24,  1683, 
died  in  1722;  married,  in  Stratford,  January  3, 
1705,  Samuel  Fairchild  of  Stratford. 

(3)  Thomas,  born  in  ^Wallingford,  December  9, 

1685,  died  there  December  19,  1685. 

(4)  Benoni,  born  in  Wallingford,  October  20, 

1686,  died  there  December  11,  1686. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

( 1 )  Timothy,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Nathan,  born  in  Wallingford,  August  18, 
1692;  married  there,  September  29,  1713, 
Jemima  Curtis,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Merriman)  Curtis.  She  was  born  in  Walling¬ 
ford,  January  15,  1694,  where  she  died  March 
3,  1739. 

(3)  Moses,  born  in  Wallingford,  February  19, 

1695,  died  in  1781;  married  (first),  in 
Wallingford,  September  21,  1722,  Esther 

Tyler,  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  (Hall) 
Tyler,  who  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
September,  1695,  where  she  died  September 
15,  1750.  He  married  (second),  Susanna,  sur¬ 
name  unknown.  She  was  born  about  1708  and 
died  in  Wallingford,  April  9,  1770. 
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(4)  Gershom,  born  in  Wallingford,  May  23,  1697, 
where  he  died  June  27,  1729;  married  in 
Wallingford,  October  26,  1721,  Deliverance 
How,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Margery 
(Andrews)  How,  who  was  born  about  1705 
and  died  in  Cheshire,  December,  1748.  She 
married  (second),  October  28,  1732,  Daniel 
Andrews. 

(5)  Caleb,  married  (first),  in  Wallingford,  May 
26,  1726,  Eunice  Tyler,  who  died  in  Walling¬ 
ford,  January  10,  1733;  he  married  (second), 
October  4,  1733,  Margaret  Thompson  of 
Wallingford. 

(6)  Thankful,  born  in  Wallingford,  September  20, 
1702,  died  in  1754;  married  (first),  in 
Wallingford,  September  28,  1724,  Jacob  Royce; 
married  (second),  in  Wallingford,  December 
30,  1730,  Daniel  Baldwin. 

(7)  Joanna,  born  in  Wallingford,  October  9,  1705; 
married  there,  October  23,  1723,  Abel  Royce. 

(8)  Phebe,  born  in  Wallingford,  May  23,  1710, 
died  there  July  9,  1740;  married,  in  Walling¬ 
ford,  April  7,  1731,  John  Tyler. 

Timothy  Beach,  son  of  Thomas  and  Phebe 
(Wilcoxen)  Beach,  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
January  11,  1689. 
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He  married,  in  Wallingford,  November  26 ,  1713, 
Hannah  Cook,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Hall) 
Cook.  She  was  born  about  1688  and  died  June  21, 
1768. 

Children: 

(1)  Thomas,  born  in  Wallingford,  August  6,  1714, 
where  he  died  September  27,  1714. 

(2)  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Kezia,  born  in  Wallingford,  October  28,  1717, 
where  he  died  April  14,  1733. 

(4)  Prudence,  born  in  Wallingford,  October  6, 
1719. 

(5)  Hannah,  born  in  Wallingford,  April  21,  1722, 
where  she  died  June  23,  1773;  married,  in 
Wallingford,  August  11,  1742,  Isaac  Parker. 

(6)  Ebenezer,  born  in  Wallingford,  February  9, 
1724,  died  young. 

(7)  Phineas,  born  in  Wallingford,  January  28, 
1726,  baptized,  May  20,  1726,  in  the  Cheshire 
Congregational  Church,  died  February  22, 
1805,  North  Branford  Congregational  Society; 
married  (first),  in  New  Haven,  April  9,  1752, 
Hannah  (Andrews)  Doolittle,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Mehitable  (Cook)  Andrews,  and 
widow  of  Ezra  Doolittle.  She  was  born  in 
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Wallingford,  May  12,  1723,  where  she  died 
October  17,  1737;  he  married  (second),  Lois, 
surname  unknown,  who  died  January  19, 
1803,  aged  79,  Cheshire  Congregational  Church 
Record. 

(8)  Ebenezer,  born  in  Wallingford,  September  3, 
1728,  died  December  22,  1793,  buried  in  the 
Old  Graveyard,  Mt.  Carmel,  Hamden,  Con¬ 
necticut;  married,  in  New  Haven,  February  1, 
1738,  Mary  Bradley,  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Mary  (Rowe)  Bradley.  She  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  July  31,  1737,  and  died  March  23, 
1796,  buried  in  the  Old  Graveyard,  Mt.  Carmel. 

(9)  Kezia,  born  May  18,  1733,  in  Wallingford,  died 
there  November  23,  1733. 

Thomas  Beach,  son  of  Timothy  and  Hannah 
(Cook)  Beach,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  December 
6,  1715. 

He  married  (first),  in  Wallingford,  November  5, 
1740,  Lois  Parker,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Kibbe)  Parker.  She  was  born  July  20,  1718,  in 
Wallingford,  where  she  died  July  3,  1749.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  in  Wallingford,  August  22,  1750, 
Hannah  Hooker,  who  died  October  14,  175  5,  and  he 
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married  (third) ,  in  Wallingford,  September  9,  1756, 
Sarah  Merriman,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Clark)  Merriman. 

Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

( 1 )  David,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  John,  born  in  Wallingford,  August  15,  1744. 
Was  of  Lanesborough,  Massachusetts,  in  1772. 
He  married,  in  Wallingford,  October  4,  1772, 
Mary  Todd,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Lydia 
(Ives)  Todd,  who  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
October  17,  1753. 

(3)  Amos,  born  in  Wallingford,  October  14,  1747. 

Child  of  the  second  marriage: 

(1)  Asa,  born  in  Wallingford,  October  14,  1751. 

Children  of  the  third  marriage : 

(1)  Phebe,  born  in  Wallingford,  July  31,  1757, 
where  she  died  June  11,  1768. 

(2)  Adna,  born;  in  Wallingford,  May  17,  1759; 
married  Mary  Hall,  December  15,  1783. 

David  Beach,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lois  (Parker) 
Beach,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  August  3,  1741. 
He  was  a  resident  of  Hamden. 
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David  Beach  married,  in  New  Haven,  August  29, 
1770,  Sarah  Pardee,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Eunice  (Smith)  Pardee.  She  was  born  April  3,  1744, 
and  on  December  7,  1788,  was  received  into  the 
church  at  Barkhamstead,  having  been  recommended 
from  the  Church  at  Mt.  Carmel. 

Children,  baptisms  all  on  record  in  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  Records  in  Mt.  Carmel,  Hamden: 

(1 )  Jesse,  born  in  New  Haven,  September  17,  1771, 
baptized  November,  1771. 

(2)  Eunice,  born  in  New  Haven,  October  20,  1773, 
baptized  December  26,  1773. 

(3)  Asa,  baptized  May  26,  1776. 

(4)  Sarah,  of  whom  further. 

Sarah  Beach,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah 
(Pardee)  Beach,  was  born  August  10,  1778,  and  was 
baptized  October  8,  1778,  in  the  Congregational 
Church  Society  of  Mt.  Carmel,  Hamden.  She  died 
in  Chili,  New  York,  May  25,  18  52.  Sally  or  Sarah 
and  Eunice  Beach  became  members  of  the  Covenant 
in  the  Barkhamstead  Congregational  Church. 
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Sarah,  or  Sally  Beach  married,  July  24,  1800, 
Judah  Gridley,  son  of  Judah  and  Hannah  (Lewis) 
Stevens  Gridley.  The  marriage  is  recorded  in  the 
Barkhamstead  Church  Records.  (See  Gridley  line.) 
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<s4rms:  Sable,  a  chevron  between  three  trefoils  argent. 

Crest :  Out  of  a  ducal  coronet  or,  a  plume  of  five  ostrich 

feathers  argent. 


(Burke’s:  “General  Armory.”) 
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The  origin  of  the  surname  Lewis  is  veiled  in  the 
mists  of  antiquity.  As  a  personal  name  the  form 
Lewis  is  found  in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  in 
the  French  it  is  Louis,  in  Latin  Ludovicus  and  in 
Teutonic,  Ludwig,  or  Leodwig  from  the  Saxon 
"Leod,”  meaning  the  people  and  "Wic,”  meaning  a 
castle,  hence  the  safeguard  of  the  people.  County 
Kent  is  the  original  seat  of  the  family  in  England. 

William  Lewis,  American  progenitor  of  this 
branch  of  the  family,  was  born  in  England  about 
1600  and  died  in  Farmington,  Connecticut,  August 
2,  1683.  He  sailed  from  England  on  the  ship  "Lion,” 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  son  and  landed  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  September  16,  1632.  He  was 
admitted  a  freeman  the  following  November  and 
joined  the  Braintree  Company,  which,  in  August, 
1633,  removed  to  Newtown,  now  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  He  removed  to  Hartford,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  in  1 63  6,  where  his  name  appears  on  the  Hartford 
Monument  and  where  he  served  as  juryman  and  in 
1641  as  first  selectman.  He  removed  to  Hadley, 
Massachusetts,  in  1659,  and  became  one  of  the 
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founders  of  that  town,  which  he  represented  in  the 
General  Court  in  1662.  He  resided  in  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  in  1664,  and  in  1675  returned  to 
Connecticut  and  settled  in  Farmington,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

William  Lewis  married  Felix  Olcott  or  Alcott, 
who  was  born  in  England  about  1600  and  died  in 
Hadley,  April  16,  1 67 1 . 

Child: 

(1)  William,  of  whom  further. 

William  Lewis,  son  of  William  and  Felix  (Olcott 
or  Alcott)  Lewis,  was  born  in  England  about  1620 
and  died  in  Farmington,  August  18,  1690.  He  was  a 
captain  and  the  first  registrar  of  Farmington  after  its 
incorporation  in  1645. 

William  Lewis  married  (first),  in  1644,  Mary 
Hopkins,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (White- 
head)  Hopkins,  of  Stratford,  Connecticut.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second),  November  22,  1671,  Mary  Cheever, 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  Cheever,  the  celebrated  teacher 
of  New  Haven  and  Boston.  She  was  born  November 
29,  1640,  and  died  in  Farmington,  January  10,  1728. 
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Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Mary,  born  in  Hartford,  May  6,  1645;  mar¬ 
ried  Benjamin  Judd,  born  in  Hartford  about 
1642,  son  of  Thomas  Judd,  who  was  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  1634,  Hartford  in  1636,  Farmington, 
1644-79,  and  later  in  Northampton. 

(2)  Philip,  born  in  Hartford,  baptized  December 
13,1646;  married  a  daughter  of  Robert  Ashley 
of  Springfield,  Massachusetts;  made  a  freeman 
in  Farmington  in  1689;  lived  in  Hartford  and 
Fairfield,  Connecticut. 

(3)  Samuel,  born  in  Hartford,  August  18,  1648, 
died  November  25,  1732;  sergeant  of  militia- 
made  a  freeman  in  1678;  resided  in  Farmington. 
Married  Elizabeth  Judd.  She  joined  the  church 
in  October,  1691. 

(4)  Sarah,  born  in  Hartford,  in  1652,  died  August 
10,  1722;  married  Sergeant  Samuel  Bollwood, 
son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Bollwood,  of  Hadley. 
He  was  killed  by  Indians  February  29,  1704. 
They  had  ten  children. 

(5)  Hannah,  born  in  Hadley,  in  1653,  died 
February  24,  1725;  married  (first),  Samuel 
Crane  of  Hadley;  and  (second) ,  November  5, 
1676,  Daniel  Marsh,  son  of  John  and  Anna 
(Webster)  Marsh  of  Hartford.  They  had 
seven  children. 


LEWIS 


(6)  William,  born  in  Hadley,  baptized  March  15, 
1656-57,  died  in  Farmington  in  January,  1737. 
Married  Phebe  Moore,  daughter  of  Deacon 

Isaac  Moore  of  Farmington.  She  died  August 
19,  1725. 

(7)  Felix,  baptized  December  12,  1658,  died  after 
1738;  married  Thomas  Selden  of  Hadley,  son 
of  Thomas  and  Hester  (Wakeman)  Selden  of 
Hartford.  He  was  baptized  August  30,  1645, 
and  died  November  24,  1734. 

(8)  Ebenezer,  born  in  1661-63;  married,  December 
2,  1685,  Elizabeth  Merriman,  daughter  of 
Captain  Nathaniel  Merriman,  a  first  settler  of 
Wallingford,  Connecticut,  having  settled  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town  about  1 684. 

(9)  John,  born  May  15,  1665,  died  about  1694. 
(10)  James,  born  July  10,  1669,  died  in  Jamaica, 

Long  Island,  in  1728;  he  appealed  from  Captain 
Williams’  will  and  left  home. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

( 1 )  Elizabeth,  born  October  20,  1 672,  died  in  1 674. 

(2)  Ezekiel,  born  November  7,  1674,  died  August 
14,  1755;  graduate  of  Yale  in  1695;  prominent 
merchant  of  Boston;  married  (first),  March 
18,  1702,  Mary  Breeder,  who  died  in  February, 
1703;  married  (second),  October  11,  1704, 
Abigail  Kilcup,  widow  of  Roger  Kilcup. 
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(3)  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Abigail,  born  September  19,  1678,  died  June 
20,  1707;  married,  December  10,  1696,  William 
Wadsworth,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Stanley) 
Wadsworth.  He  was  born  in  1671. 

(5)  Joseph,  born  March  15,  1680. 

(6)  Daniel,  born  July  16,  1681,  died  young. 

Nathaniel  Lewis,  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Cheever)  Lewis,  was  born  October  1,  1676,  in 
Farmington,  where  he  died  February  24,  1752.  He 
was  ensign  of  the  local  militia  and  a  prominent 
member  of  the  community.  His  will,  in  which  he 
disposed  of  his  property,  is  on  file  in  the  State  Library 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Nathaniel  Lewis  married  (first),  November  25, 
1699,  Abigail  Ashley,  who  was  born  April  27,  1681, 
a  daughter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Grover)  Ashley 
of  Westfield,  Massachusetts.  He  married  (second), 
July  4,  1726,  Thankful  (Pomeroy)  Lyman, 

daughter  of  Deacon  Medad  Pomeroy  and  widow  of 
Lieutenant  Benjamin  Lyman  of  Northampton, 
Massachusetts.  She  was  born  in  1678  and  died 
September  18,  1773. 
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Children  of  the  first  marriage: 

(1)  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Noadiah,  born  April  27,  1708;  married, 
December  4,  1735,  Elizabeth  Smith. 

(3)  Elisha,  born  July  30,  1710. 

(4)  Phineas,  born  April  11,  1722. 

Nathaniel  Lewis,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Abigail 
(Ashley)  Lewis,  was  born  in  Farmington  or  New 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  January  1,  1703,  and  died 
in  New  Hartford  in  1 756.  His  will  is  on  file  in  the 
State  Library  in  Hartford  and  was  entered  October 
5,  1 756.  All  his  children  are  mentioned  and  his 
daughter  Hannah  is  bequeathed  eighty  pounds  to  be 
paid  to  her  when  she  is  eighteen. 

Nathaniel  Lewis  married,  February  17,  1733, 
Rachel  Kelsey,  who  was  born  August  21,  1714,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Buck)  Kelsey  of 
Wethersfield,  Connecticut. 

Children: 

(1)  Charles,  bom  in  Farmington,  January  6,  1734; 
married  Rhoda,  surname  unknown.  They  re¬ 
sided  in  Barkhamstead,  Connecticut. 

(2)  Oliver,  born  in  Farmington,  November  28, 
1736,  died  before  1760. 
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(3)  Justus,  born  in  Farmington  in  1738,  died  in 
1818;  married  Mary,  surname  not  known,  in 
New  Hartford,  in  1781.  She  died  July  6,  1815. 

(4)  Lydia,  baptized  August  16,  1741. 

(5)  Thankful,  baptized  October  6,  1744. 

(6)  Hannah,  of  whom  further. 

(7)  Ruth,  born  August  5,  1750;  married  John 
Stanley  of  Hartford. 

(8)  Laban,  baptized  June  21,  1752;  died  young. 

(9)  Rachel,  baptized  November  9,  1753;  died 
young. 

Hannah  Lewis,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Rachel  (Kelsey)  Lewis,  was  baptized  in  the  Old  Hill 
Church  in  New  Hartford,  April  12,  1747,  and  died 
about  1 8 14  in  Chili,  New  York.  She  married  (first) , 
a  Mr.  Stevens  of  Farmington.  She  married  (second) , 
before  1779,  Judah  Gridley,  son  of  James  and  Sibyl 
(North)  Gridley  of  Farmington.  ( See  Gridley  line. ) 
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